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Health 

 

1st Sexually transmitted Dengue confirmed in 

Spain 

A case concerning a 41-yearold man from Madrid, 

Spain spreading dengue through sexual contact was 

confirmed by Spanish health authorities. This is the 

world first ever instance to be reported of the dengue 

virus spreading through sexual contact which until 

recently was thought to be transmitted only by 

mosquitoes.  

Case Highlights  

The man concerned in this case contracted dengue after 

having sex with his male partner who picked up the 

virus from a mosquito bite during a trip to Cuba and the 

Dominican Republic. His dengue infection was 

confirmed in September 2019 and it puzzled doctors 

because he had not travelled to a country or not even 

resided in an area which was known to have reported 

cases of fever before 

 

Pakistan – 1st country to introduce WHO 

approved India made Typhoid Vaccine 

Pakistan becomes the first country to introduce WHO 

approved typhoid vaccine. The Vaccine is to be used in 

southern Sindh province as more than 10,000 cases of 

Typhoid were documented since 2017.  

Highlights  

• A four-week campaign will be conducted targeting 

10 million children of age nine months to 15 years. 

The campaign is launched with the support of 

Geneva based Gavi Vaccine alliance. The Gavi 

Vaccine Alliance is backed by several global 

organization such as World Bank, WHO, UNICEF, 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to lower vaccine 

costs for poor countries.  

• In 2017 around 70% of deaths due to typhoid were 

among children. This is mainly because, Pakistan 

spends meagre amount of its national resources on 

public health  

• Pakistan is suffering from drug-resistant typhoid 

fever since November 2016. The Salmonella Typhi 

bacteria that causes Typhoid is called a super-bug in 

the country as it has developed resistance towards 

old drugs. 

 

2019 World Conference on Access to Medical 

Products held in New Delhi 

Union Minister for Health Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

inaugurated ‘2019 World Conference on Access to 

Medical Products: Achieving the SDGs 2030’ in New 

Delhi. It was jointly organized by Union Ministry of 

Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) and World Health 

Organization (WHO), in collaboration with Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR), Translational 

Health Science and Technology Institute (THSTI) and 

Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 

(BIRAC). 

 

World COPD Day marked by WHO 

The WHO (World Health Organization) and Global 

Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease 

(GOLD) organizes World COPD (Chronic Obstructive 

Pulmonary Disease) Day on the third Wednesday of 

November every year. It was first launched in 1997 by 

WHO, GOLD and other institutes in the US. 

Theme: All Together to End COPD 

 

WHO study on physical activity – India ranks 

8th 

The World Health Organization on November 22, 2019 

published its study about physical activity of 

adolescents aged between 11 and 17 years. The study 

was conducted across 146 countries with the help of 

data from 298 school-based surveys. The assessment 

included physical education, active play, recreation and 

sports, walking, planned exercises and cycling.  

Highlights: India  

India was ranked eighth reporting lowest level of 

physical activity. Though, India was one of the top 

performers around 74% of adolescents showed 

insufficient physical activity. In India the overall 
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insufficient physical activity in 2001 was 76.6% and has 

now decreased to 73.9% in 2016. The lowest level of 

insufficient physical activity among girls was seen in 

India. It was potentially explained by the social factors 

like increased domestic chores. The improvements in 

India can very be linked with recent initiatives of the 

government towards physical health. It includes Fit 

India Movement, plogging, a separate ministry for 

Sports, adopting yoga, etc.  

Highlights: World  

Bangladesh topped the list and the United States was 

ranked fourth. The study found that more than 80% of 

school going adolescents did not meet WHO 

recommendation of at least one hour of physical activity 

per day. Philippines was the least performing among 

boys, with 93% of adolescents (boys) showed least 

interest towards physical activities. Among girls, South 

Korea was the least performer with 97% of them 

reporting physical inactivity. The study says that 

globally four out of five schools were insufficiently 

physically active. 

 

ETVAX 

The researchers of University of Gothenburg in Sweden 

have developed a potential Diarrhea vaccine candidate, 

named as ‘ETVAX’. This vaccine has been proved safe 

and effective in an early-stage clinical trial in 

Bangladesh. The findings were published in Science 

journal, The Lancet. 

 

NSO report: Rural India still to become Open 

Defecation Free 

The NSO under Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation conducted survey on drinking water, 

hygiene, sanitation and housing condition between the 

period July 2018 and December 2018. According to the 

survey one fourth of the households had no access to 

toilets. The main objective of this survey was to gather 

information about sanitation along with housing 

facilities available to the households and micro 

environment surrounding the houses. The survey is 

important as the GoI is currently working on a set target 

of Drinking Water for all by 2024.  

Highlights  

The survey says that around 42.9% of the households in 

rural areas and around 40.9% households in urban areas 

are still using hand pumps. About 80.7% in urban area 

and 58.2% in rural areas had drinking water facilities 

within the household premises. The survey reports that 

around 94.5% in rural and 97.4% in urban used 

improved water resources. Improved water resources 

include piped water, hand pump, tube well, protected 

spring, private tanker truck, rain water collection and 

bottled water.  

Open Defecation  

The Swacch Bharat Mission declared India open 

defecation free on October 2, 2019. However, according 

to the survey 71.3% in rural and 96.2% in urban had no 

access to toilets. Proper drainage system was found only 

in 61.1% of rural households and 92% of urban 

households.  

Micro Environment  

Around 48.3% of households in rural and 86.6% in 

urban used LPG as fuel. 48.1% of households in rural 

areas and 71.1% of urban households disposed 

household waste water without treatment to drainage 

system. Under Swachh Bharat Mission, door step 

collection of garbage and segregated collection of 

garbage is being implemented. However, the survey 

says that 70.3% of households urban and 72.4% of 

households in rural still disposed garbage in community 

dumping spots, open land, waste land, etc. 

 

NSS releases report on Disability 

The National Statistical Office conducted survey of 

Persons with disabilities in the country between the 

period July 2018 and December 2018. The main 

objective of the survey is to estimate indicators of 

incidence and prevalence of disability, facilities 

available to persons with disability, age at onset of 

disability, arrangement of regular care giver, difficulties 

faced by the persons with disabilities, out of pocket 

expenses. The survey carried out in the year 2018 was 

the 76th round. It included all the disabilities that were 

included in The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 

2016.  

Highlights  

The data was collected from 1,18,152 households. The 

prevalence of disability was 2.2%. Their contribution to 

the population was 2.3% in rural and 2% in urban. 

Disability among males were higher than females. The 

onset of disability in 365 days was 86 per 1,00,000 

persons. Around 52.2% were literate in the age group 

greater than 7 years. Between age group of 3 and 35 

years, 10.1% attended pre-school. The survey says that 

21.8% of the disabled people in the country received aid 

from Government. Only 28% had certificate of 
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disability. The unemployment rate among persons with 

disability was 4.2% and the Labor Force Participation 

Rate was 23.8%. 

 

NSS survey on Household Health Expenditure 

The National Statistical Office on November 23, 2019 

released its survey on Household Social Consumption 

related to health. The survey was conducted between 

July 2017 and June 2018. It was a part of the 75th round 

of National Sample Survey. The main objective of the 

survey was to collect data on expenditure on medicines, 

expenditure in hospitalization, investigation, 

expenditure, maternity, childbirth, etc. The data for the 

survey was collected from 1.13,823 households  

Findings of the survey  

Around 14% of rural population and 19% of urban 

population had their health expenditure covered. Only 

1% of urban population received health insurance from 

government health protection schemes. The average 

medical expenditure that is being spent in rural India per 

hospitalization case is Rs 16,676 and in urban India is 

Rs 26,475. The survey says that about 90% of rural 

childbirths and 96% of urban child births were 

institutional.  

In rural areas, around 97% of the children received 

vaccination. This includes all the 8 prescribed 

vaccinations. Among them, 59% of boys and 60% of 

girls were completely immunized.  

Ayushman Bharat  

GoI is currently working under the scheme under the 

objective “health for all”. It is considered as one of the 

world’s largest health coverage scheme. Around 100 

million poor vulnerable families are included under the 

scheme. They are listed under the scheme based on 

SECC 2011. 

 

First Government Hospital Robotic Surgery 

facility in Safdarjung Hospital 

The Robotic Surgery Facility was opened in the 

Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi. It is one of the biggest 

tertiary care referral centre of India under the Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare. It caters to all poor 

patients of uro-oncological cancers like bladder cancer, 

kidney failure, kidney cancers from different parts of the 

country. With the new Robotic surgery facility, it 

becomes the first Government hospital in India to begin 

the minimally invasive surgery facility. 

Highlights  

• The hospital has so far done 25 surgeries using 

robotic system. It includes kidney cancer, bladder 

cancer and advanced reconstructive surgeries.  

• Around 21 operation theaters (OT) have been 

dedicated to the renal transplant OTs and robotic 

OTs for urology cancers and kidney failures for poor 

patients in India.  

• The Robotic surgeries will go live from November, 

2019. 

 

 

Education 

 

IIIT Hyderabad create 1st ever Indian Brain 

Atlas 

Researchers at International Institute of Information 

Technology (IIIT-H), Hyderabad, have created the 

firstever Indian Brain Atlas referred to as IBA 100. The 

research has been published in a peer-reviewed journal– 

Neurology India.  

The Indian human brain atlas construction was 

undertaken by team of IIITH researchers was led by 

Jayanthi Sivaswamy from Centre for Visual Information 

Technology (CVIT) in collaboration with Department 

of Imaging Sciences and Interventional Radiology 

(DISIR), Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical 

Sciences and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram.  

Standard Brain Atlases  

The earliest known brain atlas, ‘the Talairach and 

Tournoux atlas’, was created by manually drawing 

postmortem brain sections of a 60-year-old French 

woman. It was in 1993 that Montreal Neurological 

Institute (MNI) and International Consortium for Brain 

Mapping (ICBM) created first digital human brain atlas. 

Recently, MNI and ICBM released other brain atlases 

that are widely used as a standard in neuroscience 

studies, but these ‘standard’ brain templates created 
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using Caucasian brains are not ideal to analyze brain 

differences from other ethnicities, such as Indian 

population.  

Even Chinese and Korean brain templates had been 

constructed but until now there was no corresponding 

template constructed for the Indian-specific population. 

Way Ahead: The next step would be to prepare atlases 

for different age groups to study age related affects on 

brain anatomy. Researches will now collect MRI scans 

to create brain atlases for different age groups, such as 

20-30, 30-40, 40-50 and 50-60, which will be beneficial 

to track brain and see how it ages over time and in the 

long run understand dementia, Alzheimer’s, 

Parkinson’s etc. 

 

IIT Delhi launches Global Alumni Endowment 

Fund 

ndian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi has formally 

launched its Global Alumni Endowment Fund with an 

initial commitment of Rs 250.crore from nearly 20 

corporate leaders and alumni of institution. The 

Endowment Fund was launched by President Ram Nath 

Kovind at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 31 October 2019.  

Key Highlights  

Along with this, the IIT Delhi, which is known for 

highest number of startups launched by its alumni 

among all IITs in country, also launched of ‘Each One 

Teach One’ initiative wherein IIT Delhi invites alumni, 

wealthy individuals and corporates to support education 

of one student per year costing up to $10,000, which will 

get added to IIT Delhi Endowment Fund. 

 

IIT Madras launches countries 1st standing 

wheelchair 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras has 

launched country’s first indigenously designed standing 

wheelchair named as ‘Arise’ in presence of Union 

Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment 

Thawarchand Gehlot at the institute 

About Arise 

The assistive device enables a differently-abled person 

requiring a wheelchair to shift from sitting to standing 

position, and vice versa, independently and in a 

controlled manner. The testing partners for Arise 

included individual users, hospitals, NGOs, 

rehabilitation centres and clinicians who provided 

inputs. The device was designed and developed by TTK 

Center for Rehabilitation Research and Device 

Development (R2D2) at IIT Madras in collaboration 

with Phoenix Medical Systems. The project was also 

supported from foreign countries such as United 

Kingdom (UK) and moreover, the commercialisation of 

Standing Wheelchair technology was made possible 

with support from Wellcome Trust (UK) through an 

‘Affordable Healthcare in India’ Award. This award 

brought together research and manufacturing partners. 

Since Arise is a novel, mass-manufacturable mechanical 

design (one Indian patent granted, other Indian, US and 

China patents pending), and with Phoenix’s 

manufacturing capabilities, it will be made available at 

an affordable price of around Rs.15,000. 

 

Initiatives 

 

Sardar Patel National Unity Award 

Centre government has instituted ‘Sardar Patel National 

Unity Award’, the highest civilian award in field of 

contribution to unity and integrity of India, in the name 

of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, most popularly known as 

Iron Man of India or the founding father of the Republic 

of India. It will be announced on occasion of National 

Unity Day on the Birth Anniversary of Sardar Patel on 

31 October. The institution of award was notified by 

Union Ministry of Home Affairs on 20 September 2019.  

About Sardar Patel National Unity Award  

The award recognizes the notable and inspiring 

contributions made by any institution or organization or 

individual to promote cause of national unity and 

integrity as well as to 

reinforce the value of a 

strong and united India. 

In a given year not more 

than three Awards 

would be given and it 

would not be conferred 

posthumously except in 

very rare and highly 
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deserving cases. Nominations for award would be 

invited every year and the applications would need to be 

filed online on website designed by Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA).  

Eligible: All citizens, without distinction of race, 

religion, caste, age or occupation, gender, place of birth, 

and any institution or organization would be eligible for 

Award. Any Indian national or organization or 

institution based in India would be able to nominate an 

individual for consideration for this Award. Individuals 

may also nominate themselves for the award. State 

Governments, Union Territory (UT) Administrations 

and Ministries of Union Government may also send 

nominations and recommendations on the on-line portal 

www.nationalunityawards.mha.gov.in  

Award Committee would be constituted by Prime 

Minister, and would include Cabinet Secretary, 

Principal Secretary to Prime Minister, Secretary to 

President, Home Secretary as Members and 3-4 eminent 

persons selected by PM.  

Award shall be conferred by: President of India by a 

Sanad (an Indian government charter, warrant, diploma, 

patent or deed) under his hand and seal and presented by 

him in a presentation ceremony along with Padma 

award presentation ceremony held in Rashtrapati 

Bhawan. 

Prize: The award does not have any monetary grant or 

cash award attached to it and would consist of a medal 

and a citation. 

 

5 lac govt vehicles to be converted into e-vehicles 

The Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

Prakash Javadekar flagged off the electric vehicles 

procured by the Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting in New Delhi.  

Highlights  

• The minister announced that all the 5 lakh 

government vehicles are to be converted into electric 

vehicles.  

• The process is to be carried out in phased manner  

• The purpose of the step is to reduce the dependence 

of the country on Petrol and Diesel  

• This will save 832 million litres of petrol and diesel 

and will reduce 2.23 million tons of carbondioxide 

being released.  

Significance  

• This will aid in achieving India’s commitment 

towards reducing GHG (Green House Gas) emission 

by 33% to 35% by 2030 as compared to 2005  

• India is home to 14 out of 20 most polluted cities in 

the world. Electric Vehicles help improve the 

scenario by reducing local concentrations of 

pollutants in cities.  

Requirements to achieve EV plan  

According to the NITI Aayog, the following steps will 

help implementing EV based plans successfully  

• Providing Charging infrastructure  

• Increasing the efficiency of vehicles before 

converting all the vehicles to electric. This can be 

achieved by incentivising developments to increase 

vehicle efficiency. 

 

India to Host 20th SCO’s CHG meeting in 2020 

The Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh addressed the 

Council of Heads of Government of SCO at Tashkent in 

Uzbekistan. He represented as a Special Envoy of PM 

Modi at the conference. During the meet, it was decided 

that the next meeting of Council of Heads of 

Government in 2020 is to be conducted in India  

Highlights  

• The military exercise “CENTER 2019”, SCO joint 

military exercise that was held by Russia was 

congratulated at the summit. 20,000 units of military 

equipment, 128,000 soldiers and 600 aircraft 

participated in the event. The military chiefs from 

China, Kazakhstan, India, Kyrgystan, Uzbekistan, 

Pakistan and Tajikistan participated in the event.  

• India called upon the member countries to strengthen 

and implement existing international laws and 

mechanisms to combat terrorism.  

• India listed its recent initiatives to provide an 

enabling economic ecosystem for partner countries 

to invest and do business in India. It includes 

allowing 100% foreign investment in coal mining, 

easing sourcing norms for single brand retailers, 

approving 26% overseas investment in digital media, 

etc  

• India also announced that it is ready to share its 

experience and expertise in skill development, tele 

medicine, resource mapping, launching satellites, 

affordable pharmaceuticals, hospitality, tourism, 

finance, etc. 

 

http://www.nationalunityawards.mha.gov.in/
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Container Cargo Movement 1st time in River 

Brahmaputra 

A landmark container cargo consignment will sail on 

inland waterway from the Haldia Dock Complex, 

Kolkata to the Inland Waterways Authority of India 

terminal at Pandu in Guwahati. It is to begin on 

November 4, 2019. The main objective of the waterway 

is to improve connectivity to the North Eastern Region. 

The containers will carry edible oil, petrochemicals, 

beverages, etc.  

About the voyage  

• The voyage will sail for a 12 to 15 days. It is 1425 

km long.  

• It is expected to establish technical and commercial 

viability of the IWT (Inland Waterway Transport) 

route.  

• The water way is to be integrated with National 

Waterway-1 (river Ganga), NW-97 (Sunderbans), 

NW-2 (River Brahmaputra), Indo-Bangladesh 

Protocol (IBP) route.  

India-Bangladesh  

• The Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade 

(PIWTT) between India and Bangladesh will allow 

mutually beneficial arrangements for the use of 

waterways for movement of goods between the 

countries.  

• Two stretches of Bangladesh waterways Sirajganj-

Daikawa and Ashuganj-Zakiganj are being 

developed on the IBP route at a total cost of Rs 

305.84 crores. 80% of the project cost is being borne 

by India. These two routes will provide seamless 

navigation to and from North East India. 

 

Red Atlas Action Plan 

Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu unveiled the ‘Red 

Atlas Action Plan Map’ atlas and the ‘Coastal Flood 

Warning System App (CFLOWS-Chennai)’ for flood 

mitigation in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Both the atlas and 

the CFLOWS-Chennai are intended as decision support 

systems covering aspects, including preparedness and 

prevention. Such initiatives to effectively tackle urban 

flooding are likely to be replicated in other Indian cities 

including Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

It is a first of its kind ready reckoner map, prepared by 

Union Ministry of Earth Sciences to aid state 

government of Tamil Nadu in effective flood mitigation 

in Chennai which witnessed the worst deluge in 2015. 

The atlas is aimed at flood mitigation, preparedness, 

operations and management aspects. The manual 

besides showcasing the probable scenarios for different 

rainfall periods also provides information on 

corporation wards that are likely to be affected due to 

flooding, and the areas that may need evacuation in 

Chennai by taking into account all historical datasets. 

 

ATITHI app launched 

Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, 

Nirmala Sitharaman launched ‘ATITHI’ app, an IT 

initiative to facilitate electronic filing of customs 

baggage and currency declarations by arriving 

international passengers. 

About ATITHI app  

ATITHI app is an easy to use mobile application for 

international travelers to file Customs declaration in 

advance. Passengers can use this app to file declaration 

of dutiable items as well as currency with Indian 

Customs even before boarding the flight to India. The 

ATITHI app has been introduced by CBIC (Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs). It is available on 

both, iOS and Android. 

 

India withdraws from RCEP 

On November 4, 2019, India decided against joining 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) trade deal as India did not receive any credible 

assurance on market access and non-tariff barriers. This 

paved way for the other 15-members to go ahead and 

sign the deal keeping the door open for India to join at 

later date.  

Reasons of Withdrawal  

Trade Deficit: India has trade deficit with at least 11 of 

15 RCEP countries. It has doubled in the last five years 

from 54 billion USD in 2013-14 to 105 billion USD in 

2018-19. Of this China alone accounts to 53 billion 

USD. Signing the RCEP will widen trade deficit and 

will empty foreign exchange reserve of India at a faster 

rate.  

Domestic market: Australia and New Zealand are now 

in search of free access to market their diary products. 

Similarly Indonesia and Vietnam are looking for places 

to dump their less quality rubber. India being the largest 

market in the world, dumping such less expensive goods 

will affect domestic goods of India  

The China Factor: The RCEP deal is in favor of China. 

China is now looking for greater access (as an alternate) 
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to Indian market with the trade war with the US. A 

failure to find an alternate will have a cascading effect 

on Chinese economy and its global ambitions. India by 

not signing the RCEP deal has refused to be a willing 

dumping ground of China’s trade imperialism. 

 

FSSAI released draft regulations of Safe Food 

and Healthy Diet for School Children 

The food regulator, FSSAI-Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India released draft regulations for school 

children. The draft was titled “food Safety and 

Standards (Safe Food and Healthy Diets for School 

Children) Regulations, 2019. The regulator has sought 

comments from stake holders within 30 days.  

Highlights of the regulations  

• A complete ban was imposed on the sale of soft 

drinks, potato wafers and other junk foods within 50 

meters of school campus. Also the advertisements of 

these junk foods were banned.  

• The foods that are referred to HFSS (High in Fat, Salt 

and Sugar) cannot be sold in school canteens, mess 

premises or hostel kitchens. They should also be not 

sold to school children. These foods are also banned 

by the regulator within 50 meters of school campus.  

• The school campus should be converted to ‘Eat Right 

School’ ensuring safe and healthy food. They should 

adopt comprehensive programmes to promote 

healthy diets and safe foods.  

• A license or registration should be obtained by the 

School Authority or Food Business Operators (FBO) 

contracted by the School Authority selling school 

meals. The FBOs contracted for operation of Mid-

say meal scheme should also obtain a registration 

license complying with requirements of hygienic and 

sanitary practices  

• The schools should take help of nutritionists and 

dietitians in preparing menu for children 

periodically. 

 

25000 crore Fund for Stuck housing projects 

On November 7, 2019, Government of India announced 

the establishment of Rs 25,000 crore fund for home 

buyers whose money is stuck in stalled projects. 

According to the Ministry of Finance, there are over 

1600 such projects comprising of 4.58 lakh housing 

units across the country. The “Special Window” will 

prioritize debt financing in the Affordable and middle-

income housing sector.  

About the fund  

• Rs 10,000 crore is to be provided by GoI towards the 

fund. Other firms like LIC and SBI along with 

sovereign wealth funds and pension funds will 

contribute Rs 15,000 crore  

• The fund is to be set up as Category II Alternate 

Investment Fund.  

• The fund is to be registered with SEBI as an escrow 

account.  

Highlights  

• Under the special window, the projects that have 

been declared as NPAs (Non Performing Assets) and 

other projects that are undergoing insolvency at 

NCLT are also allowed to be kick started  

Significance  

• The fund infusion will help provide employment to 

workers and also help restore trust between buyers 

and developers  

• Reviving housing sector will increase demand for 

cement and iron and steel industries that will 

generate more employment  

• The special window will help releasing the stress in 

other major sectors of the Economy 

 

World’s first CNG port terminal to be built in 

Gujarat 

Gujarat government has given its approval to a 

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) terminal facility at 

Bhavnagar port. This would be the world’s first CNG 

port terminal. The approval for this was given by 

Gujarat Infrastructure Development Board headed by 

Chief Minister Vijay Rupani. World’s first CNG port 

terminal  

Background: The Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) had 

signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UK 

based Foresight Group to set up this port terminal at 

Bhavnagar in the Vibrant Gujarat Summit held in 

January 2019. The existing port at Bhavnagar is 

administered by Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB).  

Company Involved: The terminal will be jointly built 

by Foresight Group and Mumbai-based Padmanabh 

Mafatlal Group. The consortium of company will invest 

Rs.1,900 crore out of which Rs.1,300 crore will be 

invested in 1st phase and Rs.600 crore in 2nd phase.  

Features: The existing Bhavnagar port have a capacity 

to handle three MMTPA cargo, and new terminals 

would take the overall capacity to nine MMTPA. The 
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proposed CNG terminal at Bhavnagar port will have a 

cargo capacity to handle of 1.5 million metric tonne per 

annum (MMTPA) and will also develop facilities such 

as Ro-Ro terminal, liquid cargo terminal and container 

terminal.  

Developing CNG and other terminals on north side of 

existing port would require major modifications in 

existing infrastructure, including dredging in water 

channel of port basin, construction of two lock gates as 

well as off-shore infrastructure for CNG transportation. 

 

Swachh – Nirmal Tat Abhiyaan 

Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEF&CC) is undertaking a mass 

cleanlinesscum-awareness drive in 50 identified 

beaches under the programme called ‘Swachh- Nirmal 

Tat Abhiyaan’, from 11 -17 November 2019.  

About Swachh- Nirmal Tat Abhiyaan  

Objective: To strive to make coastal areas across 

country clean, and to create awareness amongst citizens 

about the importance of coastal ecosystems so as to save 

marine creatures from plastic waste, industrial effluents 

and other harmful substances.  

Environment Education Division of the MoEFCC and 

Society of Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM) 

under the aegis of Ministry will be responsible for the 

overall coordination for drive in 50 beaches. Respective 

State Governments and Central Ministries will also be 

actively participating in beach cleaning drives.  

Identified Beaches: Government has identified beaches 

in 10 coastal States/Union Territories (UTs) after the 

consultation with respective States/UTs. These are in- 

Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, 

Puducherry, Goa, Karnataka, Gujarat, Daman & Diu, 

and Maharashtra. 

 

India to host 19th Council of Heads of 

Governments of SCO in 2020 

India will be hosting the 19th Council of Heads of 

Government of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

in 2020. This was informed by SCO Secretary General 

Vladimir Norov. This will be for the first time that India 

will host the high level meeting of the China-led eight-

member economic and security bloc.  

 

 

About SCO  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) aka 

Shanghai Pact was created in 2001 in Shanghai by 

China. Apart from China, its founding members were 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and 

Uzbekistan. India and Pakistan were admitted as full 

members in 2017. At present, SCO has four observer 

States viz. Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia; 

and has six dialogue partners viz. Azerbaijan, Armenia, 

Cambodia, Nepal, Turkey and Sri Lanka. It is also 

known as Alliance of the East. In terms of geographical 

coverage and population, it is world’s largest regional 

organization.  

SCO summits  

SCO holds two types of summits every year viz. Summit 

of Heads of States and Summits Heads of Governments. 

These summits are organized in member states. The 

latest Summit of heads of government was held in 

Tashkent in November 2019. It was proposed in 

Tashkent Summit that India would take the initiative to 

hold the 2020 meetings of the Heads of Government. 

 

6th World Congress on Rural and Agricultural 

Finance 

The World Congress on Rural and Agricultural Finance 

(WCRAF) began in New Delhi on November 12, 2019. 

It aims at bringing together stakeholders of rural and 

agricultural finance all over the world. The Congress is 

an opportunity to strengthen business relations and to 

promote products and services.  

Background  

• The Congress is held at regular intervals of 3 year 

period.  

• The first Congress was held in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia in 2005.  

• The second congress was held in Bangkok in 2007.  

• The third Congress was held in 2010 in Marrakech, 

Morocco.  

• The fourth Congress was held in Paris in 2013  

• The fifth Congress was held in Dakar, Senegal in 

2016.  

6th Congress  

The 6th WCRAF is being held in New Delhi. The 

Congress is co-hosted by NABARD-National Bank for 

Agriculture and Rural Development, Asia Pacific Rural 

and Agricultural Credit Association and Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.  



 

11 

 

MPSC – English Medium 

Theme: “Rural and Agricultural Finance: Critical Input 

to achieve Inclusive and Sustainable Development”  

Objectives  

• To promote Global value chains in agriculture  

• To help in tackling food security  

• To ensure agriculture is in line with sustainability, 

natural resource conservation and social harmony.  

• To achieve the objective the financial institutions 

should constantly evolve innovatively to provide 

rural people stable and constant financial services.  

Significance  

The Congress gives importance to financial institutions 

that promote agricultural and rural finances. These 

financial systems also help maintain social and 

environmental balances with their strong efforts. The 

Congress aims at achieving the SDG Goals 1 and 2 

 

BHIM UPI goes global 

As a first step towards internationalization, a global 

pilot demo of BHIM UPI QR-based payments began on 

13 November 2019 with a live transaction at merchant 

terminal at the Singapore FinTech Festival 2019. The 

Indian contingent with participation of 43 companies 

and start-ups was one of the largest at Singapore 

FinTech Festival 2019 being held between 11 and 15 

November. 

Background: In May 2018 Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi suggested the launch of BHIM UPI QR code-

based payments internationally after launching RuPay 

International card and SBI’s UPI based remittance app 

in Singapore, as an achievement for fintech cooperation 

between India and Singapore. 

Key highlights 

This is the first time that BHIM app has gone 

international and the first transaction under the pilot run 

was demonstrated by Jawed Ashraf, High 

Commissioner of India to Singapore. The project is 

being jointly developed by National Payments 

Corporation of India (NPCI) and Singapore’s Network 

for Electronic Transfers (NETS). This QR code-based 

system would allow anyone with a BHIM app to scan 

Singapore Quick Response Code (SGQR) at NETS 

terminals in Singapore for payments. The project is 

targeted to go fully live by February 2020 and cover 

thousands of terminals in Singapore, after Reserve Bank 

of India’s (RBI’s) approval. Moreover, by February 

2020, it is also expected that all RuPay cards, including 

domestic ones, will be acceptable in Singapore. A 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) was also inked 

between Trade Promotion Council of India (TPCI) and 

Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) for working 

towards access of TPCI dashboard to Business sans 

Borders (BSB). 

Business Sans borders  

It is a hub for connecting trade platforms of small and 

medium enterprises (SMEs) and is currently running a 

pilot with SMEs in Southeast Asia and India. It is a 

project conceived by Monetary Authority of Singapore 

and Singapore’s Infocomm Media Development 

Authority (IMDA). Once BSB is fully rolled out, it will 

allow millions of SMEs across region to reach a wider 

market domestically and internationally and access 

ancillary services such as credit facilities, logistics, 

insurance, as well as legal and professional services. 

Currently, The Confederation of All India Traders 

(CAIT), is already connected to BSB through a platform 

provided by Mastercard GlobalLinker. CAIT have 

about 70 million traders in India as its members. 

 

Shishu Suraksha App 

On the occasion of Children’s Day on 14 November 

2019, the Assam State Commission for Protection of 

Child Rights (ASCPCR) launched a mobile app called 

‘Sishu Suraksha’, an e-complaint box for child right 

violations. The ASCPCR decided to develop an e-

complaint box, keeping in mind the mission of a Digital 

India.  

About Sishu Suraksha App  

Objective of App: To empower citizens to take moral 

responsibility of protecting future generations. The 

name Sishu Suraksha means child protection in English. 

It will enable users from all over Assam to lodge 

complaints about violation of child rights, in swipe of 

their fingers. The e-complaint box will run on android 

and iOS devices. The app can be used by anyone in the 

state to lodge a complaint which will be directly 

registered at Commission. The app will ease the people 

as one of the major challenges is that most people are 

not aware of where to go and report a case of child rights 

violation.  

Need: In monitoring visits to various districts in state, 

the Assam State Commision for Protection of Child 

Rights excercising the powers and functions mandated 

under the Commission for protection of Child Rights 

Act 2005 (CPCR Act, 2005) observed that the message 

of protection of rights of children is yet to reach the 

masses. ASPCR also reported that there has been a 55% 
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increase in number of child trafficking cases in the state 

in 2019. 

 

Sisseri River Bridge in East Siang 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the 

Sisseri River Bridge at Lower Dibang Valley in East 

Siang District of Arunachal Pradesh. The bridge will 

play an important role in the overall development of the 

area and will immensely contributes to the socio-

economic development of the region. 

It is a 200-metre long bridge between Jonai-Pasighat-

Ranaghat-Roing road and would cut down the travel 

time from Pasighat to Roing by about 5 hours. The 

bridge provides connectivity to Tinsukia via Dhola-

Sadia bridge. It will also provide connectivity between 

Dibang Valley and Siang to meet long-pending demand 

of people of Arunachal Pradesh.  

The Sisseri River bridge was constructed by Project 

Brahmank of Border Roads Organisation (BRO). BRO 

has four projects in Arunachal Pradesh namely 

Arunank, Vartak, Brahmank and Udayak to maintain 

and develop the difficult geographical terrain and 

strategically important area. Importance: This bridge 

will be a part of Trans Arunachal Highway and is also 

strategically important from a military viewpoint and 

moreover, infrastructural upgradation is necessary for 

the security of the North-East as well as the entire 

country.  

Other Infrastructure Projects undertaken by Centre in 

Arunachal Pradesh: operationalised Pasighat airport, the 

proposed: Bhalukpong – Tenga – Tawang railway line, 

Hollongi airport and Sela Pass tunnel. Government is 

also committed to establish strong and efficient 

roadways, railways, airways, waterways and digital 

network in the region. Moreover, government’s Act 

East Policy would also open new doors of rapid 

infrastructural development in North-East region of 

country, but especially in Arunachal Pradesh as it would 

also act as a bridge between India and South-East Asian 

countries. 

 

Home Minister and UN women launches 

Campaign to End Violence against women 

Union Ministry of Home Affairs in collaboration with 

UN Women launched an awareness campaign to end 

violence against women. As part of campaign a ‘UNiTE 

to End Violence Against Women’ Metro was flagged of 

at the Sultanpur Metro station in New Delhi. The flag-

off took place as part of 16 Days of Activism ‘Orange 

The World’ global campaign, which is being observed 

ahead of ‘International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women’, marked annually on 25 

November and will continue till International Day of 

Human Rights on December 10.  

Key Highlights  

As part of campaign, people would be made aware about 

India’s single emergency helpline 112. It is an 

internationally recognised emergency number used in 

several countries. Currently, the 112 services are 

available in 27 States/Union Territories.  

The 112 service can be reached through voice call, 

SMS, email, 112 India App, respective state’s 112 

websites and with even the panic button on mobile 

phones. 

Dialing the ‘112’ number will provide an IT-based 

response system for timely dispatch of 1st responders 

(such as police, ambulance, fire etc.) to the location of 

distressed person, which is identified through Global 

Positioning System (GPS) or location based services of 

mobile phone. The 112 India App and the emergency 

response support system has been developed in-house 

by Centre for Development of Advanced Computing 

(CDAC). The 112 India mobile app has a unique 

integrated ‘shout’ facility which allows immediate 

assistance from verified volunteers in proximity to 

distressed person. 

About UN Women  

It is the UN organisation dedicated to gender equality 

and empowerment of women. UN Women, a global 

champion for women and girl was established in July 

2010 and became operational in January 2011 to 

accelerate progress on meeting their needs worldwide. 

It supports Member States of United Nations to set 

global standards for achieving gender equality. It also 

works with governments and civil society to design 

policies, laws, services, and programmes needed to 

ensure that standards are effectively implemented and 

truly benefit women and girls worldwide. 

 

Health Ministry launches ‘SAANS’ Programme 

Union Ministry for Health and Family Welfare 

(MoHFW) launched SAANS: ‘Social Awareness and 

Action to Neutralise Pneumonia Successfully’ 

campaign to reduce child mortality due to pneumonia. 

Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan launched the 

campaign while inaugurating the 6th National Summit 

on Good, Replicable Practices and Innovations.  
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About SAANS campaign  

Objective:  

To reduce child mortality due to pneumonia  

To mobilise people to protect children from pneumonia  

To train health personnel and other stakeholders to 

provide prioritised treatment to control the disease  

Mandate: Under the campaign, a child suffering from 

pneumonia can be treated with 

• Pre-referral dose of anti-biotic amoxicillin by 

Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) workers  

• Health and wellness centres will use Pulse Oximeter 

(a device to monitor oxygen saturation) to identify 

low oxygen levels in blood of a child, and if required, 

treat him by use of oxygen cylinders.  

Pneumonia contributes to around 15% deaths of 

children under five years of age annually, therefore, a 

mass awareness campaign will also be launched about 

effective solutions for pneumonia prevention such as 

breast feeding, and age appropriate complementary 

feeding. immunization, good quality air etc. 

HMIS Data on Pneumonia  

As per Health Management Information System 

(HMIS) data, a digital initiative by National Health 

MissionUnder-five mortality rate in India is 37 per 1000 

live births, of which 5.3 deaths are caused due to 

pneumonia. However, the government aims to achieve 

a target of reducing pneumonia deaths among children 

to less than three per 1,000 live births by 2025. HMIS 

data for 2018-19 ranked Madhya Pradesh as most 

number of child deaths due to pneumonia which was 

followed by Gujarat. 

 

GOI conducts 1st ever National Agro Chemicals 

Congress in New Delhi 

The National Agro Chemical Congress was conducted 

for four days in New Delhi. The Ministry of Agriculture 

and Farmers Welfare hosted the event. It was the first of 

its kind. It is to be conducted once in three years.  

The Theme of the Congress was Theme: Country’s 

Status on various fronts of Agro chemicals 

 

FACT check module to curb fake news 

Union Government has decided to set up FACT Check 

Module to identify incidences of fake news on social 

media and digital platforms and take corrective action. 

It will be set up under Union Ministry of Information 

and Broadcasting, the government’s public relations 

arm.  

About FACT Check module  

It is aimed at protecting and insulating the government 

and its agencies against fake news on social media and 

digital platforms. It will largely focus on online and 

digital content for now and will be later expanded to the 

electronic media later. It will be initially manned by 

information service officers, who are also mandated to 

create appropriate content to re-balance narrative and 

promote government’s official position. They will also 

target content to ensure that government versions are 

visible and accessible to public It will work on the four 

principles of find, assess, create and target (FACT), 

which involves round-the-clock monitoring of online 

news sources and publicly available social media posts. 

It will also identify themes or stories that promote false 

and misleading information relating to government and 

its agencies. It will also assess scale of engagement with 

the risk identified and establish whether it is appropriate 

to respond to the content.  

Background  

Government has decided to set up FACT Check module 

(mechanism) after taking serious note of rising 

incidences of fake news on social media and digital 

platforms. This decision was triggered by a spate of 

“fake” reports online, the latest being one in section of 

Bangladeshi media that claimed Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi congratulated CJI Ranjan Gogoi over 

Ayodhya verdict. In this case, Government had quickly 

clarified about this report as “malicious” and “fake”. 

But this matter led Prime Minister Office (PMO) and 

I&B ministry to conclude that formal mechanism to 

tackle such fake news was needed urgently. 

 

NITI AAYOG report: Health Reforms 

On November 18, 2019, NITI Aayog released a report 

on “Health Systems for a New India: Building 

BlocksPotential Pathways to reforms”. The report 

provides a framework to build a rigid health system for 

India.  

Key findings of the Report  

• The report has identified 4 focus areas namely  

o To deliver on unfinished public health agenda  

o To change the health financing from out of pocket 

expenditures into large insurers.  

o To integrate health services with digitization  
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o To empower citizens on becoming better health 

buyers  

• The report criticized the multiplicity of health 

schemes. The think tank believes that multiplicity 

prevents standardization of purchasing procedures.  

Recommendations of the report  

• The financing structure of the health care system in 

the country has to be changed. The out-of-pocket 

expenditure should be reduced and the spending 

should be directed towards purchasing capabilities.  

• The report recommended the practices of Suvarna 

Arogya Suraksha Trust of Karnataka. It went on to 

enroll hospitals from neighboring states. It has 

succeeded its implementation in the state and is now 

targeting entire 6.4 crore population  

• It suggests to extend the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana, the cashless insurance scheme to cover 

entire country. The scheme is now focusing on 10 

crore poor families 

 

Third Umpire RT-PCR Machines in India 

In a bid towards upholding state’s public health the 

Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) has installed 

first of its kind high-end Reverse Transcription 

Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) Machines in 

India for quick detection of diseases such as dengue, 

tuberculosis (TB) and swine flu.  

About RT-PCR Machines  

As the Kolkata city continues to record a sharp rise in 

cases of mosquito-borne diseases, the KMC aims to 

identify the root causes of diseases such as dengue 

through RT-PCR Machines. The objective is to give 

accurate DNA report on blood tests in order to ascertain 

the exact cause of illness. These machines will serve as 

a ‘third umpire’ in situations when medical reports and 

blood tests reveal contradictory results. The machine 

will provide the exact cause of illness without any room 

for doubts. The tests conducted through these machines 

will be free of cost. In the initial stages of project, four 

machines have been installed in Hatbagan in North 

Kolkata, Jadavpur, Behala and at Haji Mohammad 

Mohsin Square in central part of city. 

 

National Institute of Sowa Rigpa at Leh 

The Union Cabinet has approved establishment of 

National Institute for Sowa-Rigpa (NISR) in Leh, Union 

Territory of Ladakh. It will be an autonomous National 

Institute under Union Ministry of AYUSH. It is 

mandated to undertake interdisciplinary education and 

research programmes in Sowa-Rigpa system of 

traditional medicine in collaboration with premier 

national and international Institutes and facilitate 

integration of different systems of medicine. 

About Sowa Rigpa 

It commonly known as Tibetan system of medicine. It is 

also dubbed as Science of healing. It is one of the oldest, 

Living and well documented medical tradition of the 

world. It has been originated from Tibet and popularly 

practice in India, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Mongolia and 

Russia. In India, this system of traditional medicine is 

widely practice in Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, 

Darjeeling (West Bengal), Dharamsala, Lahaul and 

Spiti (Himachal Pradesh) and Ladakh (UT). Yuthog 

Yonten Gonpo is believed to be the father of Sowa 

Rigpa. He had composed rGyud-bZhi (four tantra) the 

fundamental text book of this medicine. rGyud-bZhi is 

based on indigenous medicine of Tibet enriched with 

Ayurveda, Chinese and Greek Medicine. 

 

NIA hosts first counter terrorism exercise for 

Quad Countries 

The National Investigation Agency will host the first 

“Counter Terrorism Exercise” between November 21, 

2019 and November 22, 2019. The CT-TTX, Counter 

Terrorism Table Top Exercise will exercise the Quad 

countries namely India, Japan, US and Australia. 

 

Arundhati Swarna Yojana 

Assam Government has announced to launch 

‘Arundhati Swarna Yojana’ on 1 January 2020. Under 

this scheme, state government will give each beneficiary 

bride fixed amount to buy 10 grams (one tola) of gold 

during her marriage if the marriage is registered. The 

scheme will cost around Rs 800 crore annually on the 

state government exchequer.  

About Arundhati Swarna Yojana  

Objective: It is aimed to strengthen women 

empowerment and reduce child marriage.  

Features: Under this scheme, State government will not 

give the gold directly to beneficiary bride but will 

provide Rs. 30,000 to purchase 10 gms of gold. To avail 

this benefit, the eligible bride and bridegroom must 

apply for the scheme before the date of their wedding.  
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Eligibility Criteria of the scheme: (i) The annual 

income of the bride’s family must be less than Rs. 5 

lakh. (ii) Minimum age should be 18 years and 21 years 

for the bride and bridegroom respectively. (iii) Bride 

should have minimum education of 10th standard. 

However, this requirement of minimum educational 

qualification criteria is not required for tribes and 

workers of tea gardens. (iv) Family has to register their 

marriage under the Special Marriage (Assam) Rules, 

1954 

 

Internet connection to 2 lakh gram panchayat 

by 2020 

Government of India has set a target of providing broad 

band connectivity to two lakh Gram Panchayats by 

March 2020. So far (till 7th November, 2019) over 

1,28,000 Gram Panchayats have already been 

connected. The project is being implemented under the 

BharatNet Project. 

Highlights  

According to the Ministry of Electronic and Information 

Technology, Wi-Fi hotspots have been installed in 

45,000 Gram Panchayats. Service is being provided to 

16,000 Panchayats. The updates were presented by the 

Electronics and Information Minister Shri Ravi Shankar 

in the Lok Sabha.  

Bharat Net Project  

The Bharat Net Project was launched in 2017. The main 

aim of the project is to provide affordable broadband 

connectivity at a speed of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all. 

The first phase of the project was completed in 

December 2017 that provided broad band connectivity 

to 1 lakh Gram Panchayats. In its second phase the 

project intended to connect the remaining 2,50,000 

Gram Panchayats by March 2019.  

OFC in the Project  

The project uses underground 

Optic Fibre Cables (OFC) lines. It 

is a new element in the history of 

connectivity of India. OFC has several advantages like 

low cost, easy maintenance, speed implementation, etc. 

 

HRD ministry launches Kartavya Portal 

On the occasion of 70th Constitution Day also known as 

Samvidhan Divas observed on 26 November 2019, 

Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister 

Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched the 

kartavya.ugc.ac.in portal for holding monthly essay 

competitions for students. The portal was launched as 

part of year long ‘Nagrik Kartavya Paalan Abhiyan’ 

being observed throughout the country. 

Nagarik Kartavya Paalan Abhiyan 

The year 2019 marks the 70th year of adoption of Indian 

Constitution. The Centre government thus decided to 

run a Nagrik Kartavya Palan Abhiyan from 26 

November 2019 to 26 November 2020, to create mass 

awareness about Fundamental Duties as enshrined in 

our Constitution. This will give directions to the youth 

of country and will make them aware that rights are 

automatically realized when we follow our duties 

religiously. This principle will also help students to 

channelize their talents and capabilities in the right 

direction which will help them realize their mission with 

ease. 

 

Lokpal logo and motto launches 

The Chairman of Lokpal, Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose 

launched the logo of Lokpal, at an event held in New 

Delhi. The motto of Lokpal “मा गधृः कस्यस्स्िद्धनम”् (Do 

not be greedy for anyone’s wealth) was also adopted. 

The Logo design of Prashant Mishra, Prayagraj, Uttar 

Pradesh was selected for adoption as Logo of Lokpal. 

An open competition was conducted on Mygov portal 

(mygov.in), as well as through Lokpal registry mail, to 

invite entries for Logo and Motto/Slogan for using the 

same as Logo and Motto/Slogan of Lokpal in stationary, 

backdrop, and any other way that Lokpal deem fit. 

Through the Mygov portal, a total of 2236 entries 

received for Logo and total 4705 entries were received 

for Motto/Slogan from people of varied age groups and 

from different parts of the country. 

About Logo and Motto 

LOGO: The logo of Lokpal is based upon literal 

meaning of LOKPAL which means: LOK- meaning 

people and PAL- meaning caretaker, i.e. ‘caretaker of 

people’. The logo is in tricolor representing the national 

essence of LOKPAL and symbolizes how Lokpal 

protects and cares for people of India by establishing 

justice as per law. It also symbolizes various essence of 

LOKPAL figuratively in shapes like- people (three 

human figures), ombudsman (judges bench), vigilance 

(Ashok chakra forming eye–pupil), judicial (the tricolor 

two hands are placed below forming a unique balance) 

and law (shape of book in orange). MOTTO: However, 

none of the motto received through portal was found 

suitable and thus on 17 October 2019, the Lokpal in its 
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full bench meeting based on their own inputs and 

discussion unanimously decided to take one portion of 

the above 1st sloka of ‘Ishabasoupanishad’. The finally 

selected slogan/motto for office of Lokpal is thus-“मा 

गधृः कस्यस्स्िद्धनम”्( Do not be greedy for anyone’s 

wealth), which in hindi means मा गधृः= लोभ, मत करो, 

कस्यस्स्ित=्स्कसी के, धनम=्धन का i.e. स्कसी के धन का 

लोभ मत करो 

 

Cabinet approves extension of norms for 

mandatory packaging in jute materials 

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 

accorded its approval for mandatory packaging of 

foodgrains and sugar in jute material for Jute Year 2019-

20. The scope of mandatory packaging norms under Jute 

Packaging Material (JPM) Act, 1987 has been retained 

by Union Government as per 2018. Cabinet decision 

mandates that 100% of food grains and 20% of sugar 

shall be mandatorily packed in diversified jute bags. The 

decision also mandates that initially 10% of indents of 

jute bags for packing foodgrains would be placed 

through reverse auction on Government e-Marketplace 

(GeM) portal. The move will gradually usher in a 

regime of price discovery. 

Significance  

The packaging of sugar in diversified jute bags will give 

an impetus to diversification of jute industry. Moreover, 

the approval will benefit farmers and workers located in 

Eastern and North Eastern regions of India particularly 

in West Bengal, Odisha, Assam, Bihar, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Andhra Pradesh.  

Jute Industry in India  

About 3.7 lakh workers and several lakh farm families 

are dependent for their livelihood on jute sectors. Thus 

government has been making efforts for development of 

jute sector; increasing quality and productivity of raw 

jute, boosting/sustaining demand for jute products and 

diversification of jute sector. Indian jute industry is 

predominantly dependent on Government sector which 

purchases jute bags of value of over Rs.7,500 crore 

every year for packing food grains. This is also done in 

order to sustain core demand for jute sector and to 

support livelihood of workers and farmers dependent on 

sector. 

Government Support provided to Jute Sector:  

To improve productivity and quality of raw jute 

government launched a carefully designed intervention, 

called Jute ICARE (Jute Improved Cultivation and 

Advanced Retting Exercise) in January 2015. Under it 

Government has supported about 3 lakh jute farmers by 

disseminating improved agronomic practices and 

interventions, which have resulted in enhancing quality 

and productivity of raw jute and increasing income of 

jute farmers by Rs.10,000/hectare. 

To support jute farmers, a grant of subsidy of Rs. 100 

crore for 2 years starting from 2018-19 has been 

approved to enable Jute Corporation of India Limited 

(JCI) to conduct Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

operations and ensure price stabilization in the jute 

sector. Moreover, JCI is transferring 100% funds to jute 

farmers online for jute procurement under MSP and 

commercial operations. To support diversification of 

jute sector, National Jute Board in collaboration with 

National Institute of Design and has opened Jute Design 

Cell at Gandhinagar. The government has also taken up 

the promotion of Jute Geo Textiles and Agro-Textiles 

with State Governments particularly those in North 

Eastern region and also with departments like Ministry 

of Road Transport and Ministry of Water Resources. To 

promote transparency in jute sector, government 

launched Jute SMART, an e-govt initiative in December 

2016. It provides an integrated platform for procurement 

of B-Twill sacking by Government agencies. Union 

Government has also imposed Definitive Anti-Dumping 

Duty on import of jute goods from Bangladesh and 

Nepal with effect from 5 January 2017, to boost demand 

in the jute sector. 

 

1st International Conference on Landslides Risk 

Reduction and Resilience 

The 1st International Conference on ‘Landslides Risk 

Reduction and Resilience – 2019’ was held in New 

Delhi. It was inaugurated by Union Minister of State for 

Home Affairs, G. Kishan Reddy.  

International Conference on Landslides Risk 

Reduction and Resilience  

Objective: To bring together all stakeholders including 

relevant ministries, organizations, departments, 

universities, as well as experts to 

discuss/debate/disseminate practically useful 

knowledge, experiences, information and innovations 

for landslides risk reduction and resilience at national 

and international levels. The first of its kind conference 

was organized by National Institute of Disaster 

management (NIDM). This international event will 

develop a road map towards landslide risk reduction and 
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resilience via networking, collaboration and 

coordination amongst different stakeholders. It would 

also be highly pertinent to the disaster management in 

hill States.  

Participants: Scientist, technologists, developers, 

engineer, planners, administrators, policy and decision 

makers from different states of India as well as other 

countries. 

About National Institute of Disaster Management 

(NIDM)  

It is a premier institute for trainings and capacity 

development in India and the region. It was constituted 

under an Act of Parliament as National Centre for 

Disaster Management (NCDM) but in 1995 it gained 

impetus with its redesignation as National Institute of 

Disaster Management (NIDM). Under Disaster 

Management Act 2005, NIDM has been assigned nodal 

responsibilities for research, capacity building, human 

resource development (HRD), training, documentation 

and policy advocacy in field of disaster management. 

NIDM provides Capacity Building support to various 

National and State level agencies in field of Disaster 

Management & Disaster Risk Reduction (DM&DRR). 

 

Government proposed to set up new launch pad 

near Kulasekarapattinam in Tamil Nadu 

Union Government is planning to set up a new rocket 

launch pad near Kulasekarapattinam in Tamil Nadu. At 

present, the Indian Space Research organisation (ISRO) 

has two launch pads at Satish Dhawan Space Centre 

(SDCC) in Sriharikotta, Andhra Pradesh. The 

development comes on the backdrop of increasing 

launches from India, both for domestic as well as 

international customers.  

Key Highlights  

The new launch pad is intended to be used for future 

Indian rockets including- Geosynchronous Satellite 

Launch Vehicle (GSLV) Mk III, Avatar Reusable 

Launch Vehicle (RLV), Unified Modular Launch 

Vehicle (UMLV), Small Satellite Launch Vehicle 

(SSLV), and even older ones like Polar Satellite Launch 

Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous Satellite Launch 

Vehicle (GSLV). However, the government did not 

elaborated on Launchpad’s exact usage. 

 

Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojana Scheme: 

Haryana includes more crops 

The state government Haryana has decided to bring 

more crops under its ‘Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojna 

(BBY)’ scheme. The decision was taken at a BBY’s 

review meeting which was presided by Haryana Chief 

Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.  

About Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojna (BBY) scheme  

BBY is a scheme for vegetable growers. Under it 

farmers get compensated for selling their crop at a price 

lower than that fixed by government. The scheme 

launched in January 2018 then included potato, onion, 

tomato and cauliflower. It has been very successful in 

past two years it. For getting the scheme benefits, the 

state’s farmers have to register themselves on ‘Meri 

Fasal Mera Byora (MFMB)’ portal and if they get a 

price lower than price fixed by government for their 

crop on its sale in the mandis, the difference will be paid 

as incentive to the farmers directly into their bank 

accounts.  

More crops that will be includes under BBY are– 

Carrots, peas, kinnow, guava, capsicum and brinjal will 

also be included. Under BBY the price of carrots has 

been fixed at Rs.700/ quintal and peas Rs.1100/quintal. 

However, the rate of capsicum and brinjal will be 

decided on the recommendation of the committee 

constituted under the Haryana Kisan Kalyan Ayog 

chairman. 
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Environment 

 

ICAR report on stubble burning 

On 4th November, 2019, the ICAR’s Creams 

Laboratory bulletin stated that there has been reduction 

of 12% in incidents of Stubble Burning as compared to 

the same period in 2018. 

Highlights of the report  

There were 31,402 burning events in the three states 

Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana as on October 1, 

2019 The state wise reduction in stubble burning as 

compared to 2018 is as follows 

• Uttar Pradesh-48.2%  

• Haryana-11.7%  

• Punjab-8.7%  

The report says that the reduction is mainly due to the 

launch of Central Scheme “Promotional of Agricultural 

Mechanization of In-Situ Management of Crop Residue 

in Punjab, UP and Haryana and NCT of Delhi”. The 

main purpose of the scheme is to subsidize machinery 

required.  

Delhi  

New Delhi is worst affected due to stubble burning in 

the three states. This year (2019) the Air quality Index 

of Delhi reached 999. This is the highest recorded AQI 

of Delhi in its history. According to WHO norms the 

AQI should be under 100. Also, the PM 2.5 (Particulate 

Matter) concentration was more than 80% as against 

50% of the normal course.  

Western Disturbances  

The Stubble burning smoke reaching Delhi is greatly 

influenced by the Western Disturbances. When these 

Cyclonic circulation are strong and persistent the smoke 

deposited in the city decreases. The disturbances are 

capable of carrying the smoke far and spread them wide 

when they are strong. The weakening of these 

disturbances lately due to global warming is also one of 

the reasons for the increased stubble smoke in Delhi. 

 

Madrid to host COP25 

The Spanish capital city of Madrid will be hosting the 

world’s annual climate conference, called COP-25 

(Conference of the Parties) from 2 to 13 December 

2019. This decision was taken following Chile’s 

stepping down as host for the COP-25 event due to the 

ongoing street protests in South American country. 

The COP is the supreme decision-making body of 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC). All States that are Parties to 

Convention are represented at COP which meets every 

year, unless the Parties decide otherwise. The COP 

meets in Bonn (the seat of UNFCCC secretariat), unless 

a Party offers to host its session. The first COP meeting 

was held on March 1995 in Berlin, Germany. 

 

11000 scientists in 153 countries declare climate 

change 

In a paper published in the journal BioScience, 11,258 

signatories (69 from India) declared Global Climate 

Emergency. They presented climate change trends and 

methods to mitigate the threat. The report was titled 

“World Scientists” It is based on the scientific analysis 

of more than 40 years of publicly available data. It 

illustrates several key climate change indicators since 

the scientists from 50 nations met at the First World 

Climate Conference in Geneva in 1979. 

Highlights 

The scientists present a list of measures called “Vital 

Signs” that better represent climate change. It includes 

measures of human activities that can change climate 

like air travel, meat production and fertility rate. These 

activities have been termed as backward steps that are 

worsening climate change further. In 20 years, the world 

fertility rate has reduced greatly claims the report.  

They present 14 measures of impacts of climate change 

like number of extreme weather events, ocean heat 

content, ocean acidity, etc.  

Massive energy efficiency and conservation practices to 

cut out “Neither use nor dig out fossils under the earth.”  

The following are the six key objectives of the report  

• Replacing fossil fuels  

• Restoring and protecting ecosystems  

• Cutting pollutants like methane and soot  

• Eating less meat  

• Converting the economy to carbon-free  

• Stabilizing population growth 
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Indian Oil to set up new 2G Ethanol Plant in 

Panipat 

The Indian Oil Corporation recently received 

environment clearance from Ministry of EFoCC 

(Environment, Forest and Climate Change), to set up a 

new 2G Ethanol plant at Panipat. Indian Oil will invest 

Rs 766 crore in setting up the plant.  

Highlights  

The Ethanol produced in the plant will be exclusively 

used to blend transportation fuels  

The project also aims at doubling farmers income  

Significance  

The Government is trying in every way to reduce the 

dependence on petroleum products like petrol and 

diesel. The GoI recently notified that no Environmental 

Clearance is required for sugar mills to produce more 

ethanol from sugarcane juice.  

Ethanol as Fuel  

Ethanol is most often used as motor fuel. It is 

predominantly used as a biofuel additive for gasoline. 

Brazil was the first country to produce Ethanol run car 

(the first ethanol run vehicle in the world) in 1978.  

Ethanol in India  

India initiated the use of Ethanol as a fuel in 2003. India 

began its journey with E5 fuel which uses 5% Ethanol 

and 95% diesel. In 2006, India began its second phase 

of E10 biofuel which consists of 10% Ethanol and 90% 

Diesel.  

India is yet to launch E15 officially. However, the E15 

outlets have grown from 180 in the year 2016 to 394. 

Indian Government has set a target of 22.5%. In 

November, 2019, IOCL, HPCL and BPCL announced 

that they are investing 586 million USD to achieve the 

target. Around 7 ethanol producing units will be 

launched according to the plan.  

While other countries have entered E100, India is just 

putting its baby steps towards biofuel. However, the 

potential is huge. According to IEA (International 

Energy Agency), around 25% of world energy demand 

will come via India in 2040. 

 

 

 

Marengo Sachintendular and Indomarengo 

Chavarapatera 

Dhruv Prajapati, a junior researcher pursuing a PhD in 

spider taxonomy with Gujarat Ecological Education & 

Research (GEER) Foundation, recently discovered two 

new species of spiders. He has named one of the species 

as Marengo sachintendulkar after Indian crickter Sachin 

Tendulkar and other as Indomarengo Chavarapatera 

which is inspired by Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara who 

was a campaigned towards creating awareness about 

education in Kerala. 

The two new species belong to Indomarengo genus and 

Marengo genus of Asian jumping spiders. 

 

NASA unveils its first electric plane 

The United States space agency National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA) unveiled an early 

version of its first all-electric experimental aircraft, 

named as X-57 “Maxwell” at its aeronautics lab in the 

California desert, US.  

About X-57 “Maxwell”  

It was under development since 2015 and remains at 

least a year away from its first test flight in skies. NASA 

targets to fly this airplane in late 2020. It will be the 

NASA’s first crewed X-plane to be developed in two 

decades. It is adapted from Italian-made Tecnam 

P2006T twin-engine propeller plane.  

Features: NASA’s X-57 venture is aimed at designing 

and proving technology as per the standards that 

commercial manufacturers can adapt for government 

certification. These will include standards for 

airworthiness and safety, as well as for energy 

efficiency and noise. 

 

Thousands of migratory birds dead in Sambar 

Salt Water Lake, Rajasthan 

Thousands of migratory birds were found dead near 

Sambhar lake in Rajasthan. This is the second time such 

incident has occurred in a week. The birds belonged to 

15 speicies. It included Pied Avocet, Northern 

Shoveller, Kentish Plover, Brahminy Duck and Tufted 

Duck. The samples have been sent to the National 

Institute of Higher Security Animal Diseases, Bhopal. 

Scientists say that the birds have died at different times. 

This means that there could be poisoning or an avian 

disease.  
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Sambhar Lake  

The lake is the largest inland saltwater lake in India. It 

spreads over 190 to 230 square kilo meters in Jaipur 

district, Rajasthan. Every year more than a lakh of 

migratory birds visit the lake. However, the recent 

development activities in the region, especially 

extension of salt pan operations have led to lesser 

number of migratory birds coming to the lake. Also, the 

Birds are now migrating a month earlier as compared to 

their usual migratory time. 

 

Special Winter Grade Fuel 

Indian Oil Corporation on 17th November, 2019, 

launched special winter grade diesel that will remain 

unfrozen even at -33 degree Celsius. This will help to 

provide continuous and year-round access to the snow-

covered regions.  

Highlights  

• The fuel meets BIS specification of BS-VI grade  

• It was produced and certified at Panipat Refinery  

• The winter grade diesel is to be supplied to the region 

from Jalandar in Punjab. 

Diesel Fuel is prone to waxing in cold weather. Below 

its Cloud Point, diesel begins to form wax particles. 

Cloud Point refers to the temperature below which the 

fuel particles begin to cloud together and form solidified 

waxes. The waxing in diesel fuel can be prevented by 

using certain additives 

 

National Biofuel Policy: Implementation 

Updates 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas notified a 

new National Policy on Biofuels in June 2018. On a 

written reply at the opening session of Lok Sabha on 

November 18, 2019, the Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas provided its implementation steps.  

Government measures and achievements  

• The percentage of Ethanol in Ethanol blended petrol 

has been increased from 1.53% in 2013-14 to 4.22% 

in 2017-18  

• GoI has procured 180 crore litres of ethanol against 

the target of 225 crore litres for the year 2018-19  

• The total Ethanol production capacity of the country 

is 355 crore litres per annum.  

Current Government schemes on Biofuels  

• The Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable 

scheme aims at establishing 5000 compressed bio 

gas plants across the country by 2023.  

• The Oil Marketing Companies that are part of the 

Ethanol Blended Petrol Programme can sell blended 

petrol with maximum ethanol percentage of 10%.  

Salient Features of the Policy  

• The Biofuels will be categorized as Basic Biofuels 

and Advanced Biofuels.  

• Government will provide incentives, viability gap 

funding and off-take insurance for advanced 

biofuels. Advanced Biofuels are derived from non-

food feedstocks. They are also known as 

secondgeneration biofuels.  

• According to the new policy, B-molasses, damaged 

food grains, sugarcane juice and surplus food grains 

can be used for ethanol production  

• A supply chain will be set up for the production of 

biodiesel. It is to be produced from non-edible oil 

seeds, short gestation crops and used cooking oil  

• The Policy defines the roles and responsibilities of 

all the ministries and other concerned departments 

that are involved in production and supply of 

Biodiesel. 

 

Global Bio-India Summit 

India’s largest biotechnology conglomerate was held in 

New Delhi between 21 November, 2019 and 23 

November, 2019. The event was organized by the 

Department of Bio Technology under Ministry of 

Science and Technology along with BIRAC 

(Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council) 

and CII. 

 

Earth’s most inhabitable place 

Researchers have found an aquatic environment on 

Earth with complete absence of any form of life. The 

findings revealed that any form of microbial life was 

absent in the hot, saline, hyperacid ponds of Dallol 

Geothermal Field in Ethiopia. The research was 

published in journal, ‘Nature Ecology and Evolution’. 

About Dallol geothermal field  

Dallol is a unique, terrestrial hydrothermal system 

located in Ethiopia, a country in East Africa. It lies in 

the evaporitic plain of Danakil depression at Afar 

Triangle, in prolongation of Erta Ale basaltic volcanic 

range. It is known for its unearthly colors and mineral 
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patterns, as well as the very acidic fluids that are 

discharging from its hydrothermal springs. The wider 

area of Dallol is known as one of the driest and hottest 

places on planet Earth. It is also one of the lowest land 

points, lying 125 m or 410 ft below mean sea level 

(MSL). 

 

Guru Ghasidas National Park 

Chhattisgarh government announced that the state is set 

to have Guru Ghasidas National Park in Kotiya district 

as its fourth ‘tiger reserve’. This decision was taken in 

11th meeting of Chhattisgarh State Wildlife Board 

chaired by Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel. The 

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) had 

approved to declare Guru Ghasidas National Park as a 

tiger reserve in 2014. 

Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh: At present there are three 

tiger reserves in state: Achanakmar Tiger Reserve in 

Bilaspur, Udanti-Sitanadi Tiger Reserve in Gariaband 

and Indravati Tiger Reserve in Bijapur district. Lemru 

Elephant Reserve: During the meet a notification 

regarding the formation of Lemru Elephant Reserve was 

also made. It will come into existence soon by merging 

forest areas of Korba, Katghora, Dharamjigarh and 

Surguja forest divisions of Korba, Raigad and Surguja 

districts. The total area records to be of about 1995 sq-

km. 

 

Sumatran Rhinos 

The last surviving Sumatran Rhino in Malaysia, Iman, 

died in Borneo Rhino Sanctuary. The Rhino died of 

cancer. With this Sumatran rhino have become extinct 

in Malaysia. Iman was captured in 2014 from Danum 

Valley in Malaysia. 

The Sumatran Rhinos are the smallest of the five extant 

rhino species in the world. The other rhino species 

include Black Rhinos, White Rhinos, Greater on-horned 

Rhinos and Javan Rhinos. 

With the death of Iman, there are only 80 Sumatran 

Rhinos left in the world. All the 80 are currently in 

Indonesia in the Indonesian part of Borneo and Sumatra 

Island. Poaching and loss of habitat are the main reasons 

behind their extinction. 

In India the Sumatran Rhinos occurred in parts of 

Nagaland, Assam, Manipur, Tripura and Chittagong 

hills in the 19th century. However, the last Sumatran 

Rhino of India was killed in 1967. The species is now 

extinct in India. The International Union of 

Conservation of Nature Red List has put the Sumatran 

Rhinos in the Critically Endangered category. 

 

UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2019 

Recently released United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) Emissions Gap Report-2019 warns 

that the Earth’s average temperature may rise by 3.2 

degrees Celsius by 2100. Moreover, despite all 

scientific warnings and political commitments 

emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) couldn’t decrease 

globally. The report was released prior to United 

Nations Climate Conference (COP-25) to be held in 

Spain from 2 December 2019. It states that GHG 

emissions have increased by 1.5% since last decade and 

that carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions have reached an 

all-time high figure of 55.3 gigatons.  

Key Findings of UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2019  

China, United States of America (USA), European 

Union (28) and India are among the top four greenhouse 

gas emitters.  

India: UNEP report highlights that India is regularly 

considering deadlines and targets to curb carbon 

emission. As per the report, India’s per capita emission 

is one of the lowest within G20 countries. Also, India is 

one of the leading countries that are looking for electric 

vehicle development.  

Globally: The report suggested that only if Green House 

Gas (GHG) emissions are reduced by 7.6% every year 

during 2020 to 2030 period, only then the target of 

reducing global temperature can be achieved. As per the 

report, the largest GHG contribution comes from energy 

sector and its fossil fuel emissions. Thus to achieve the 

target of limiting temperature rise to no more than 1.5 ° 

C, all countries must reduce GHG emissions by up to 5 

times. The report also highlights that if global 

temperature reaches at level of 1.5 degrees then coral 

reefs would be reduced by 70-90%. It also clarifies that 

by 2100, the world would be warmer 3.2 degrees that 

preindustrial level.  

Key Recommendations of Emissions Gap Report 

2019  

The report suggested that each country has own unique 

opportunities to protect livelihood, natural resources 

and lives. Moreover, Complete de-carbonization of 

energy sector is possible and necessary. With renewable 

energy electricity, the emission reduction can achieve a 

target of 12.1 gigatonnes (GT) by 2050. Also, the 

electrification of transport can also help to reduce 

carbon emission up to 72% by 2050. 
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Defence 

 

Dustlik 2019 

India will conduct its first ever military exercise with 

Uzbekistan in a 10-day session on counter terrorism 

tactics. The exercise will be held at Chirchiq Training 

Area, Uzbekistan between November 4 and November 

13, 2019. The Defence Minister Shri Raj Nath Singh 

during his 3 day visit met the Indian contingent 

participating in the joint exercise. 

 

Samudra Shakti 

The Navies of India and Indonesia are holding bilateral 

naval exercise called ‘Samudra Shakti’ in Bay of Bengal 

on 6-7 November 2019. This year is the second edition 

of India, Indonesia Bilateral Naval Exercise. The 

inaugural edition of exercise was held at the port of 

Surabaya, Indonesia in November 2018.  

About Ex- Samudra Shakti  

Objective: To strengthen bilateral relations, expand 

maritime co-operation, enhance interoperability and 

exchange best practices between the Navies of India and 

Indonesia.  

Participants: As part of exercise INS Kamorta, India’s 

anti-submarine warfare corvette, is jointly exercising 

with Indonesian warship KRI Usman Harun, a multi-

role corvette. 

 

Tiger Triump 

India and US are to jointly conduct Tiger TRIUMP, the 

first ever tri-services amphibious exercise. It is to be 

conducted in Visakhapatnam and Kakinada, Andhra 

Pradesh. It includes field training and events that 

simulate humanitarian assistance in disaster times. The 

event will also hold simulations in moving disaster relief 

forces from ship to shore. 

Highlights 

• More than 1200 Indian sailors, airmen and soldiers 

are to participate in the exercise  

• From the US side, around 500 marines, airmen and 

sailors will participate.  

• It is a nine-day exercise and begins on November 13, 

2019.  

• The soldiers from both the sides will become familiar 

with each others’ support capabilities during the 

exercise  

• The US will conduct casualty evacuation simulations 

from shore to ship  

• Indian Air Force will perform cross deck-landings  

• The forces will demonstrate advance inter 

operability, naval integration and will exchange best 

practices  

• The forces will also embark each others’ vessels 

participating in the exercise. This will help the forces 

to become familiar with the counterpart’s tactics, 

procedures and techniques. 

 

Night Trial of Agni II 

India on November 11, 2019, conducted its first night 

trial of AGNI II missile successfully. It is the first night 

trial being tested by the country. The nuclear capable 

missile was tested at the Abdul Kalam Island of Odisha 

Coast.  

Highlights  

• The missile was developed by DRDO (Defence 

Research and Development Organization)  

• The surface-to-surface medium range nuclear 

capable missile was tested by the Strategic Forces of 

the Indian Army.  

• The missile is capable of striking range of 2,000 km. 

It can carry payload of 1,000 kg and launch a weight 

of 17 tonnes. It is 20 meters long and is a two-stage 

missile.  

• It is an IRBM (Integrated Range Ballistic Missile) 

and has already been inducted into the armed forces  

AGNI Missile  

Agni II missile is a part of series of Agni missile with a 

range of 2,000 km. The range of Agni I is 700 km, Agni 

III is 3,000 km. The ranges of Agni IV and Agni V are 

longer  

The first test firing of Agni II missile was done in 1999. 

In 2010, the first test fire of nuclear capable Agni II 

ballistic missile was conducted successfully 

 

 



 

23 

 

MPSC – English Medium 

Mine counter measure exercise – 1st time 

between India and Japan 

The Indian Naval Forces and the Japanese Maritime Self 

Defense Force (JMSDF) was held on November 23, 

2019. This is the firs time an explosive ordance disposal 

and mine counter measure was held by Indian and 

Japanese forces. 

 

Celebrated Days 

 

World Tsunami Awareness Day: November 5 

On November 5th, every year the World Tsunami Day 

is marked by the United Nations. UN designated the day 

in 2015. The day will promote Target (d) of the Sendai 

Seven Campaign that focuses in reducing disaster 

damage to critical infrastructure and disruption of basic 

services. 

Global Actions  

• After 3 weeks of the deadly December 2004 Indian 

Ocean Tsunami, international community came 

together in Kobe, Japan and adopted the 10-year 

Hyogo Framework for Action. IT was the first 

comprehensive global agreement on disaster risk 

reduction  

• Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation 

System was created to monitor sea level and 

disseminate alerts to national Tsunami information 

centres. 

 

World Science Day for Peace and Development: 10th 

November 

Ever year 10th of November is celebrated as World 

Science Day for Peace and Development. It was 

established by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization) in 2001 with the 

objective of highlighting important role and importance 

of science in society and in our daily lives as well as the 

need to engage wider public in debates on emerging and 

important contemporary issues relevant to science. 

2019 Theme: ‘Open science, leaving no one behind’ 

 

National Education Day: 11th November 

Every year on November 11, India celebrates National 

Education Day on November 11 to commemorate the 

birth anniversary of Maulana Abdul Azad, the first 

Education Minister of India. He was the man behind the 

establishments of the premier institutes of the country 

like IITs, IIScs, etc. The Day is being celebrated since 

2008 

 

World Pneumonia Day: November 12th 

World Pneumonia Day is being marked every year since 

2009. The day was hosted by the Global Coalition 

against Child Pneumonia for the first time in 2009. The 

coalition includes several organizations across the world 

like CARE, Save the Children, PATH, UNICEF, WHO, 

etc.  

Theme for 2019: “Healthy Lungs for all” 

This year global organizations have come together and 

created an initiative “Stop Pneumonia”. It includes 

WHO, UNICEF, ISGlobal, Save the Children, etc. The 

2019 World Pneumonia Day is being launched by this 

organization. The initiative will hold a conference in 

Barcelona, Spain between 29-31 January, 2020 to set 

pathways for the governments to meet the SDGs on 

child survival and to achieve GAPPD. 

 

Public Service Broadcasting Day: November 

12th 

Every year 12 November is celebrated as Public Service 

Broadcasting Day to commemorate the first and only 

last live visit of Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, 

to the studio of All India Radio, Delhi in 1947. He 

addressed the displaced people from AIR studio, who 

had temporarily settled at Kurukshetra in Haryana after 

partition. 

The day was declared as Public Service Broadcasting 

Day or (Jan Prasaran Diwas) in 2000, after it was 

conceptualised by Suhas Borker, Convenor, Jan Prasar. 
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Rosogolla Divas: 14th November 

West Bengal celebrated the ‘Rosogolla Dibas’ or 

Rasgulla Day on 14 November 2019 to mark the 

granting of Geographical Indication (GI) tag of ‘Banglar 

Rosogolla’ or Bengal’s Rasgulla to the state on this day 

two years ago (14 November 2017). 

 

World Diabetes Day: 14th November 

Every year 14 November is observed as World Diabetes 

Day (WDD), a primary global awareness campaign 

focusing on diabetes. The need to create a day for the 

awareness of diabetes came in response to growing 

concerns about escalating health threats due to diabetes. 

The World Diabetes Day was created by International 

Diabetes Federation (IDF) and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) in 1991, to create awareness about 

diabetes among common people. The day 14 November 

also marks the birth anniversary of Sir Frederick 

Banting, who co-discovered insulin along with Charles 

Best in 1922. While WDD was first created in 1991, the 

day became official United Nations Day in 2006.  

Objective: To provide a platform to promote 

International Diabetes Federation (IDF) advocacy 

efforts throughout the year 

2019 Theme: Family and Diabetes. 

 

World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic 

Victims: 17th November 

The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic 

Victims was observed on 17 November 2019. This day 

is observed every year across the world on the third 

Sunday of November. It marks appropriate 

acknowledgment of victims of road traffic crashes and 

their families.  

The theme (motto) of this year’s World Day of 

Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims was “Life is not 

a car part”. It was based on Pillar 3 of the Global Plan 

for the Decade of Action for Road Safety – Safer 

vehicles 

 

World Toilet Day: November 19th 

World Toilet Day is marked by the United Nations and 

its sister organizations every year on November 19 since 

2013. In July 2013, the United Nations passed a 

resolution to mark the event by its member nations. The 

objective is to bring behavioural changes and 

implementation of policies that will end open defecation 

and increase access to sanitation among poor. As human 

waste spreads diseases, it is essential to use toilets. This 

year their importance is spread under the theme  

Theme: Leaving No One Behind 

 

World Children’s Day: November 20th 

The World Children’s Day also known as Universal 

Children’s Day is observed every year across the world 

on 20th November. The purpose of this day is to 

improve child welfare worldwide, promote and 

celebrate children’s rights and promote togetherness and 

awareness amongst all children. This day is promoted 

and coordinated by United Nations Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) which works towards the improvement of 

children’s welfare. 

Why November 20? It is an important date as it is the 

date in 1959 when UNGA adopted Declaration of 

Rights of the Child. It is also the date in 1989 when 

UNGA adopted the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child. Since 1990, World Children’s Day also marks the 

anniversary of the date that UNGA adopted both the 

Declaration and the Convention on children’s rights. 

 

Poonch Link up day celebrated by Indian Army: 

November 23rd  

Indian Army on November 23, 2019 commemorated the 

Poonch Link-up Day. The even was organized to pay 

tribute to the soldiers who sacrificed their lived 

defending Poonch during the conflict in 1948 

The Poonch district is bounded by Line of Control on all 

three sides. In 1947-48 war, the district was divided 

between India and Pakistan. A part of the district went 

to Pakistan and the other part became a part of the then 

Indian state Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

International Day for Elimination of Violence 

against Women: November 25th  

Every year 25 November is observed as the 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women. The official Theme for 2019 it is 

‘Orange the World: Generation Equality Stands Against 

Rape’. Theme for 2018 was ‘Orange the World 

#HearMeToo 
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Why this date? Historically, the date 25 November is 

based on the date of 1960 assassination of 3 Mirabal 

sisters, political activists in the Dominican Republic. 

The killings were ordered by then Dominican dictator 

Rafael Trujillo (1930–1961). In 1981, the Latin 

American activists and Caribbean Feminist Encuentros 

marked 25 November as a day to combat and raise 

awareness of violence against women more broadly. 

Later on 17 December 1999, the date received its 

official designation by United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) under its Resolution 54/134. Since 

the UN and Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) have 

encouraged governments, international organizations 

and NGOs to organize activities to support day as an 

international observance. 

 

70th Constitutional Day: 26th November 

Every year India celebrates 26 November as 

Constitution Day also known as Samvidhan Divas. The 

day is celebrated to commemorate the adoption of the 

Constitution of India on 26 November 1949 by Indian 

Constituent Assembly. However, the Indian 

Constitution came into force on 26 January 1950 

marking the beginning of a new era in history of Indian 

Republic. The year 2019 marks the 70th Constitution 

Day. 

Previously 26 November was being celebrated as 

National Law Day. 

 

 

Persons in News 

 

Girish Chandra Murmu 

Girish Chandra Murmu (59) took oath as the first 

Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and 

Kashmir on 31 October 2019. He was administered the 

Oath of Office and Secrecy by Justice Gita Mittal, Chief 

Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High Court at function 

held at Raj Bhawan at the foothills of the Zaberwan 

range. He will preside over the last Governor of Jammu 

and Kashmir (position now abolished), Satya Pal Malik 

who now moves to Goa for the remainder of his tenure 

as the governor. 

 

Radha Krishna Mathur 

Radha Krishna Mathur (65) was formally sworn in as 

first ever Lieutenant Governor of newly carved Union 

Territory of Ladakh on 31 October 2019. He was 

nominated to be the first Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh 

by President of India on 25 October 2019. He was 

administered Oath of Office and Secrecy by Chief 

Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High Court Gita Mittal. 

On 31 October 2019 the reorganization of erstwhile 

State of Jammu & Kashmir into two Union Territories 

of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh came into existence. 

The day also marks the birth anniversary of Iron man of 

India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel who is credited with 

merger of over 560 states into Union of India. 

 

Ulhas K Karanth 

Wildlife biologist K. Ullas Karanth was awarded the 

Wildlife Conservation Society’s George Schaller 

Lifetime Award in Wildlife Conservation Science for 

his contribution to the field of conservation. He is the 

first recipient of WCS’s award. 

 

Pravind Jagnauth 

The incumbent Prime Minister of Mauritius Pravind 

Jugnauth was sworn in for five-year term after elections 

in which his coalition consolidated its grip on 

parliament. His swearing-in took place at the residence 

of President Barlen Vyapoory. 

 

Ravi Prakash 

India’s Ravi Prakash has won the BRICS-Young 

Innovator Prize at 4th BRICS -Young Scientist Forum’s 

Conclave held during 6-8 November2019 in Brazil. He 

won the first first prize carrying $25,000 for inventing 

an affordable indigenous milk chilling unit for smaller 

and marginal rural dairy farmers. 

 

Mathematician Vashishtha Narayan Singh 

Renowned mathematician Vashishtha Narayan Singh, 

who came to be known as India’s Einstein, passed away 
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in Patna on 14 November. Born in Bihar, the 74 year old 

Vashishtha was suffering from a prolonged mental 

illness schizophrenia from the last 35 years. He earned 

worldwide recognition when he challenged Einstein’s 

theory. 

 

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro to be chief 

guest at Republic Day 2020 

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has accepted Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s invitation to be Chief Guest 

at India’s Republic Day celebrations in 26 January 

2020.  

Key Highlights  

Prime Minister Modi met Bolsonaro on the sidelines of 

11th BRICS Summit, which is being held in Brasilia, 

Brazil. During the meeting, PM Modi invited the 

President of Brazil to be chief guest at Republic Day in 

2020 which was accepted by Bolsonaro with pleasure. 

Both leaders agreed to comprehensively enhance 

strategic partnership between the two countries as well 

as discussed other areas of cooperation including space 

and defence sectors.  

India-Brazil: Both countries look forward to discuss 

matters relating to trade in upcoming visit. The 

Brazilian President informed PM Modi that a large 

business delegation will accompany him to India, PM 

Modi has also outlined areas for potential investment 

from Brazil, including in areas of animal husbandry, 

agricultural equipment, post-harvest technologies and 

biofuels. He also welcomed decision of the Brazilian 

President to grant visa-free travel to Indian citizens.  

Previous Invitees at Republic Day celebrations  

In 2016, former French President François Hollande 

was the chief guest. In 2017, Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan of United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

took part in the Republic Day celebrations as chief 

guest. The year 2018 Republic Day celebrations was 

historic as leaders of 10 ASEAN nations attended the 

event as chief guests. In 2019, South African President 

Cyril Ramaphosa was the chief guest and he was also 

the second South African president, after Nelson 

Mandela, to attend the grand event as its chief guest.  

About Jair Bolsonaro  

He is a 38th president of Brazil. Initially, he joined the 

politics as a city councillor in Rio De Janerio. Before 

joining Social Liberal Party (PSL) in 2018, he was the 

member of Christian Democratic Party (CDP). In 2018, 

he was nominated as the presidential candidate of PSL 

and became the front-runner after the arrest of Lula Da 

Silva in April 2018. He then took over the office as the 

President of Brazil on 1 January 2019. 

 

Sudarshan Patnaik 

Sudarsan Pattnaik becomes the first Indian to win the 

Italian Golden Sand Art Award, 2019. He was 

felicitated at the International Scorrna Sand Nativity 

Fete in Italy. Highlights Mr Pattnaik created a 10-foot-

high sand sculpture of Mahatma Gandhi along with 

Russian artist Pavel Minilkov. Around 8 sculptors from 

different countries participated in the event. 

Prizes and Awards  

• He won the People’s Choice Prize in Bulgaria in 

2016  

• In 2013, he won the International Sand Sculpture 

Competition in Russia 

• He also won the International Sand Competition 

Competition, Denmark  

• In 2008, he won the World Champion Title at USF 

World Sand Sculpture Championship. Berlin.  

• He has created records of winning the People’s 

Choice Award, Germany 5 times. 

 

David Attenborough 

Renowned naturalist and broadcaster Sir David 

Attenborough will be conferred the Indira Gandhi Prize 

for Peace, Disarmament and Development for the year 

2019. He was selected for the 2019 prize by an 

international jury chaired by former President Pranab 

Mukherjee. He is being awarded the prize for a lifetime 

of doing more to reveal wonders of natural world to 

people than perhaps any other individual.  

About David Attenborough  

He has worked tirelessly to awaken humankind to the 

need to- preserve and protect biodiversity of the planet, 

to live in a sustainable and harmonious way with all life. 

He also advocated for stopping what he has called: ‘a 

plague on earth’. His work, most of it for BBC, has 

received widespread recognition across the world. Apart 

from his knighthood ‘Sir’, he has received awards from 

Royal Geographical Society, the Micheal Faraday Prize, 

UNESCO’s Kalinga Prize, the Descartes Prize and 

Fellowship of the Royal Society, as well as several 

Emmy and BAFTA awards.  
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About Indira Gandhi Peace Prize  

It is annual prestigious award named after former prime 

minister Indira Gandhi. It is conferred every year by 

Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust since 1986 and consists 

of and a citation and a monetary award of Rs.25 lakh. 

The award recognizes creative efforts by 

individuals/organizations working towards creating 

new international economic order, promoting 

international peace & development as well as ensuring 

that scientific discoveries are used for larger good of 

humanity and enlarging the scope of freedom.  

Earlier Recipients: First recipient: Parliamentarians for 

Global Action (1986); Others– UNICEF (1989), Rajiv 

Gandhi (1991), M S Swaminathan (1999), Kofi Annan 

(2003), Angel Merkel (2013), Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO) (2014) and UN High Commission 

for Refugees (UNHRC) (2015), Former Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh (2017) and Centre for Science and 

Environment (2018). 

 

Lieutenant Shivangi 

Lieutenant Shivangi become first woman pilot of Indian 

Navy will join Naval operations. She will join after 

naval operations on completion of operational training 

at the Southern Naval Command in Kochi, Kerala on 

December 2, 2019 two days ahead of Navy Day 

(observed on December 4). With this, she will graduate 

to become the first female Pilot of Indian Navy. On 

completion of training, she will get authorization to fly 

dornier aircrafts. Prior to this, Aviation branch of Indian 

Navy had women officers only operating as air traffic 

control (ATC) officers and as observers in the aircraft 

who are responsible for communication and weapons. 

 

Malayalam Poet Akitham 

Eminent Malayalam poet Akkitham has been chosen for 

55th Jnanpith Award for the year 2019. The 

announcement in this regard was made by Jnanpith 

Selection Board chaired by novelist, scholar and 

Jnanpith laureate Pratibha Ray. 

He has authored 55 books out of which 45 are 

collections of poems. This includes Katha Kavyas, 

Charitha Kavyas, Khanda Kavyas and songs. His other 

celebrated creations include Akkitham Kavithaka, 

Veeravadam, Nimisha Kshethram, Antimahakalam, 

Balidarsanam, Amrita Khatika, and Epic of Twentieth 

Century. His works have also been translated into many 

Indian as well as foreign languages. Awards: He has 

won Vayalar Award, Mathrubhumi Award, Kabir 

Samman Kerala, Padma Shri, Sahitya Akademi Award 

(1973), Sahitya Akademi Award (1972 and 1988). 

 

13th Asia Pacific Screen Awards 

The 13th Asia Pacific Screen Awards which are Asia 

Pacific’s highest accolade in film were awarded in 

Brisbane, Australia. With films from nearly 70 countries 

and areas in region, APSA honours filmmaking that best 

reflects its cultural origins and diversity of Asia Pacific.  

Awardees 2019  

• Best Feature Film: ‘Parasite’, directed by South 

Korea’s Bong Joon-Ho  

• Best Performance by an Actress: Max Eigenmann in 

‘Verdict’  

• Best Performance by an Actor: Manoj Bajpayee in 

‘Bhonsle’ 

 

 

Misc Events 

 

Gottiporlu – a historic trade centre 

The Archaeological Survey of India has discovered the 

remains of huge settlement during its first phase of 

excavation at Gottiprolu near Naidupeta, Nellore, 

Andhra Pradesh. It has uncovered a mass settlement that 

was surrounded by a massive brick enclosure  

Highlights  

• The experts unearthed the Hindu god, Lord Vishnu 

sculptures and wide variety of pottery of early 

centuries of current era  

• The site lies on the bank of Swarnamukhi river  

• Drone images and topographical studies helped in 

identifying the settlement that is surrounded by a 

fortification.  
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• The fortification was evident in the southern and 

eastern sides while its other arm seems to have been 

levelled due to modern settlements  

The Brick Enclosure  

• The massive brick enclosure is the outstanding 

discovery of the excavation.  

• The bricks are baked and exposed to a length of more 

than 75 metres with average width of 3.4 metres.  

• They rise to a height of 2 metres and run in a curvi 

linear pattern  

• The Archaeologists also discovered a rectangular 

brick tank exposed near the inner lining of the curved 

brick structure  

Period of the excavations  

• The brick sizes are comparable with the Satavahan 

period structures in the River Krishna valley  

• Based on the brick sizes, the period of excavations 

are placed between 2nd and 1st century BC. They are 

around 2000 years old  

Antiquities  

• A female terracotta figurine with two hands lifted 

upwards was also retrieved.  

• Interesting pottery were also found. There were 

conical jars that are widely distributed in Tamil Nadu 

and are considered to be imitated variety of Roman 

Amphorae jars.  

• A series of broken terracotta pipes fitted into one 

another were also revealed. It proves that the period 

had a good drainage system.  

Trade Centre  

The presence of these jars prove that it was an important 

trade centre of the period. Also it implies that liquid 

commodities were transported as amphorae wares are 

often used to carry liquid items. Also, the site’s 

proximity with the sea coast suggests that it could have 

serves as a strategic settlement involved in maritime 

trade.  

Tools  

• The tools found were made of stones 

 

Mumbai and Hyderabad included in UNESCO 

Creative Cities Network 

On October 30, 2019, 66 cities were designated by 

UNESCO as Creative Cities. The cities are named 

creative based on their mission to place creativity and 

creative economy at the core of their urban development 

to make their city safe, inclusive, resilient and 

sustainable in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development Goal  

From India, Hyderabad and Mumbai were included in 

the list of Creative Cities this year. They were 

announced on World Cities Day.  

Till now the following cities were included in the list for 

the respective categories  

• Varanasi-Music  

• Chennai-Music  

• Jaipur-Crafts and Folk art  

About Creative Cities Network  

The network brings together cities that base 

development on music, arts, music, design, folk crafts, 

literature, cinema, digital arts or gastronomy. Mumbai 

was selected based on cinema and Hyderbad was 

selected based on Gastronomy. Mumbai for its cinema-

centric aura gained the name “City pf Dreams” and 

Hyderabad known for its Biryani and other food items 

has gained the name “The Home of Haleem and 

Biryani”. In 2010, Haleem was honored with the 

Geographical Indication status and hence became the 

first meat-based product from India to win the 

prestigious tag. 

 

State formation Day celebrated by Several 

States 

Eight Indian States namely Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Kerala, Chattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana 

and Madhya Pradesh celebrated their formation day in 

November 1, 2019. PM Modi and President Ram Nath 

Kovind and several other leaders wished the states for 

their prosperity.  

The day is celebrated as “Rajyotsav” by the state of 

Karnataka every year.  

There are 28 states and 9 Union Territories in India as 

on November 2, 2019.  

Kerala  

Kerala was created on November 1, 1956. Prior to its 

formation it was three independent provinces namely 

Malabar, Travancore and Cochin. It got its name from 

its first ruler Keralian Thamboran.  

Chattisgarh  
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The state of Chattisgarh was carved out of Madhya 

Pradesh on November 1, 2000. It is the 10th largest state 

in India. The step was taken for easy administration and 

also to reduce naxalism in the region. There are about 

25 million people living in Chattisgarh.  

Haryana  

The state of Haryana was carved out of Punjab on 

November 1, 1966. The state was a boon to the country 

as it led the Green Revolution movement in terms of 

crop output.  

Punjab  

The movement led by the Akali Dal resulted in the 

formation of Punjabi-majority Punjab state, Union 

Territory of Chandigarh and Haryanvi-Hindi majority 

Haryana state. The formation of the state dates back to 

the Punjabi suba movement in the 1950s  

Madhya Pradesh  

The State of Madhya Pradesh was formed on November 

1, 1956. It is the second largest state of India in terms of 

area and is the sixth largest populous state.  

Tamil Nadu  

For the first time since its formation Tamil Nadu is 

celebrating its formation day. It was formed based on 

the Linguistic Reorganization of States in 1956. Odisha 

was the first state to be formed on linguistic basis. 

 

Kanpur is worlds most polluted city 

The city of Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh held the title for the 

world’s most polluted city in the latest edition of 

Guinness World Records. The book, ‘Guinness World 

Records 2020’, lists thousands of new record titles and 

holders that will educate curious readers of all age 

groups. It is released annually by publisher Penguin 

Random House. This year, about 80 record breaking 

achievements by Indians that have made it to latest 

edition of book.  

Kanpur: The Most Polluted City in the World  

A report by World Health Organization (WHO) 

analyzed that the most polluted city in the world is 

Kanpur in northern India, with an average PM2.5 level 

of 173 micrograms/m3 for the year 2016. This PM2.5 

level is more than 17 times higher than WHO 

recommended maximum of 10 micrograms/m3 .  

What is PM2.5?  

It refers to atmospheric particulate matter(PM) that have 

a diameter of less than 2.5 micrometers (i.e. nearly 3% 

diameter of a human hair). The PM2.5 are very small 

particles like dust, soot and ash and the prolonged 

exposure of it can cause cancer, lung and heart 

conditions.  

Cause of PM2.5 pollution: Some PM2.5 particles are 

emitted directly from a source, like construction sites, 

unpaved roads, fields, smokestacks or fires while most 

particles form in atmosphere as a result of complex 

chemical reactions like SO2 and NO2, which are 

pollutants emitted from power plants, industries and 

automobiles. 

NOTE: Out of the world’s 20 most PM2.5-polluted 

cities, 14 are in India. 

 

Govt releases new political maps of JnK and 

Ladakh 

The Union goverment released the political maps of 

newly formed Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu & 

Kashmir and Ladakh as well as the map of India 

depicting these new UTs. This development comes as 

the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir was 

reorganized as the new UT of Jammu and Kashmir and 

the new UT of Ladakh on 31 October 2019, under the 

leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

supervision of Union Home Minister Amit Shah. 

Key Highlights 

The new maps depicting the new UTs of Jammu and 

Kashmir, and Ladakh, as created on 31 October 2019, 

along with the map of India, are prepared by Survey 

General of India. The newly created UT of Ladakh 

consists of two districts of Kargil and Leh while the rest 

of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir is in UT of 

J&K. The Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) is the part 

of UT of J&K, while Gilgit-Baltistan is in UT of 

Ladakh. The Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu & 

Kashmir and Ladakh were created after on 

recommendation of Parliament, the President 

effectively dismantled Article 370 of Indian 

Constitution and gave assent to the Jammu and Kashmir 

Reorganisation Act, 2019. In the history of India, this is 

for the first time that a state was converted into two UTs. 

The total number of states in country has now risen to 

28, while the total UTs have gone up to 9. The UT of 

J&K will now have a legislature such as Puducherry 

while Ladakh will stay a UT without legislature such as 

Chandigarh.  
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Jammu and Kashmir Map  

In 1947, the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir had 

14 districts namely- Udhampur, Anantnag, Poonch, 

Jammu, Gilgit, Baramulla, Leh and Ladakh, Kathua, 

Reasi, Mirpur, Muzaffarabad, Gilgit Wazarat, Chilhas 

and the Tribal Territory. However by 2019, the 

government of erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir 

had reorganised the areas of these 14 districts into 28 

districts. The names of new districts were – Srinagar, 

Pulwama, Kargil, Ramban, Kupwara, Bandipur, 

Ganderbal, Budgam, Kulgam, Shupian, Doda, 

Kishtivar, Samba and Rajouri. Out of these, the Kargil 

district was carved out from the area of Leh and Ladakh 

district. The newly created map now depicts UT of J&K 

as comprising 22 districts.  

Ladakh Map  

The Leh district of newly formed Union Territory of 

Ladakh has been defined in Jammu and Kashmir 

Reorganisation (Removal of Difficulties) Second Order, 

2019 (issued by President), to include areas of districts 

of Gilgit, Chilhas, Gilgit Wazarat and Tribal Territory 

of 1947, in addition to the remaining areas of Leh and 

Ladakh districts of 1947 (after carving out the Kargil 

District). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

eCAPA 2019: First ever Arts Exposition for 

Talents with Intellectual Challenges 

India’s first-ever Arts Exposition for talents with 

intellectual challenges called ‘eCAPA 2019 – Art from 

the Heart’ was inaugurated in New Delhi. This 

exposition will continue till 14 November 2019 at STIR 

Gallery, Chattarpur Farms.  

About ‘eCAPA 2019 – Art from the Heart’  

It is a unique nationwide platform cum social venture 

for artists blessed with Down Syndrome, Autism, 

Mental Retardation, Seizure Disorder and Dyslexia. It 

will showcase their visual and performing arts.  

Objective: The exposition seeks to create an exclusive 

platform for showcasing the visual and performing art 

talents of young adults with intellectual challenges.  

Significance: During the event, the divyang artists will 

be presenting their varied skills in areas such as doodles, 

drawings, paintings, dance and music. It will also 

provide them with opportunities to find mentors in 

visiting artists and eminent masters of different crafts. 

 

Odisha tagged with Maharashtra under Ek 

Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 

As part of Union Government’s ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 

Bharat’ initiative, the state of Odisha is tagged with 

Maharashtra to organize different programmes to 

promote art, culture and tourism of their respective 

states. Accordingly, a large contingent of Maharashtra 

will be hosted by Bhubaneswar (Odisha capital) to 

showcase the culture and art of Maharashtra. At the 4 

day event Maharashtra’s cultural groups will perform 
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traditional dances like Povada, Lavani, Tamasha and 

will also offer traditional songs, which will strengthen 

the ties between the citizens of two states. Similarly 

Odisha Government will hold a similar program in 

Maharashtra like as Cycle Rally will be undertaken from 

Nagpur to Puri. 

What is Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat?  

It is an initiative of Union Government to pay tribute to 

Sardar Patel, who played a key role in integrating the 

nation, for his great contributions to the nation. The 

exchange programme is being run at behest NITI 

Aayog. The initiative seeks to build bonds between 

people of different states of India. The programme is 

giving boost to existing cultural connect between 

different parts of e country and enhancing interaction 

between people living in different states. 

About Odisha’s Culture Heritage 

Odisha is also known as Utkala which literally means 

‘the land of excellent art and culture.’ The state has been 

a home for exemplary endeavour in t field of art, 

sculpture, craft, as well as architecture for more than 

2000 years. The land is blessed with nature’s beauty and 

has encouraged many musicians, dancers, artists, and 

craftsmen to create their finest works. Odisha boasts of 

a glorious history and rich cultural heritage and tradition 

with splendid varieties of art forms and enchanting 

monuments including ancient caves, sculptures and 

skillfully built temples. The Sun temple at Konark and 

Jagannath temple at Puri continue to remind the world 

of Odisha’s proud past. 

MSDE, IBM jointly launches Skills Build 

Platform 

The Union Ministry of Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has launched the Skills Build 

platform in collaboration with IBM, an American 

multinational IT (information technology) company. 

About Skills Build Platform 

SkillsBuild offers digital learning content from IBM and 

partners like CodeDoor, Skillsoft and Coorpacademy. 

The programme offers a 2-year advanced diploma in IT, 

networking and cloud computing at Industrial Training 

Institutes (ITIs) & National Skill Training Institutes 

(NSTIs). The platform co-created and designed by IBM 

will also be extended to train ITI & NSTI faculty on 

building skills in Artificial Intelligence (AI). The digital 

platform will also provide a personal assessment of 

cognitive capabilities and personality via 

MyInnerGenius to the enrolled students. They will then 

learn foundational knowledge about digital 

technologies, as well as professional skills like resume-

writing, communication and problem solving. The 

Students will also receive recommendations on role-

based education for specific jobs that include technical 

as well as professional learning. 

 

5th India International Science Festival held in 

Kolkatta 

The 5th India International Science Festival (IISF) is 

being held in Kolkata, West Bengal from 5-8 November 

2019. The four-day festival was inaugurated by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi via video conference. 

IISF Objective: To instill scientific temper among 

people, showcase India’s contribution in field of 

Science and Technology as well as encourage 

translation of its benefits to people. It also aims to build 

a strategy for inclusive advancement of Science and 

Technology. 

IISF 2019 theme: RISEN- Research, Innovation and 

Science Empowering the Nation. The 5th edition of 

annual event is jointly organized by Union Ministry of 

Science & Technology and Earth Sciences and Vijnana 

Bharati (or VIBHA). More than 12,000 school and 

college students from across India are expected to attend 

event. 

DRDO’s igniter complex inaugurated 

A Defense Research Development Organization 

(DRDO) Igniter Complex was inaugurated at High 

Energy Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL), 

Pune. The main purpose of the laboratory is to design, 

process, evaluate ignition systems for any kind of 

DRDO projects. 

About the Igniter Complex  

• The new complex is equipped with sieve shaker, 

granulating machine, planetary mixer, pelleting 

machine, etc.  

• A design, modelling, simulation laboratory are a part 

of the complex.  

• The complex also has an assembly centre and a 

testing centre. 

Kolkatta students create Guinness World 

Records for largest astrophysics assemble 

The Guinness World Records for the largest 

astrophysics lesson (45 minutes) and assembly of 

spectroscopes was successfully achieved by Kolkata 

students at Science City, Kolkata. The record was 
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attempted on the first day of 5th India International 

Science Festival (IISF) 2019 in which over 1,598 

students participated. The session was dedicated to 

Meghnad Saha and Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman. 

The session was organized by Inter-University Centre 

for Astronomy and Astrophysics, who were conferred a 

memento at the end of the programme, on behalf of the 

Guinness Book of World Records.  

Spectroscopes are used by Astronomers to know details 

such as temperature, chemical composition, etc. of 

celestial objects hundreds or millions of light years 

away from Earth. Moreover, a small personal model of 

advanced spectroscopes can be easily made by anyone 

using a box made of cardboard that has a very narrow 

window used to channel light into spectroscope. Then a 

piece of a Compact Disc is used to split the light by a 

process called diffraction.  

5th India International Science Festival (IISF) 2019: 

IISF is the largest science festival in world. Kolkata is 

the host city of the 5th IISF-2019. The city is home to 

renowned scientific institutions that have been 

workplace of pioneering scientists who gave shape to 

science in India. 

 

First BIMSTEC ports conclave in 

Visakhapatnam 

Between November 7 and November 8, 2019, the 

Ministry of shipping is hosting the first ever BIMSTEC 

Ports’ Conclave. The Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multisectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation is 

an international organization that involves South East 

Asian and South Asian countries. India’s growing 

interests in the region makes the conclave crucial and 

significant. Also, the conclave will be a path way for 

India’s maritime security measures and its interests in 

the Indo-Pacific region  

Highlights of the event  

• The investment opportunities and best practices 

adopted for productivity and safety of the ports are 

to be discussed in the event.  

• The Conclave includes sessions on “Port led 

Industrial Development and Tourism Development”  

• The Conclave will also encourage Cruise Tourism. 

BIMSTEC nations with diverse historical and 

cultural heritages are ideal places to develop Cruise 

Tourism  

• The Conclave will also adopt new technological 

solutions to maximize efficiency and productivity of 

the available spaces, time and resources in the ports. 

With the region being one of the fastest growing 

markets in the world, the supply chain are 

necessitating expansion beyond national boundaries, 

resulting in putting tremendous pressure on existing 

port infrastructure.  

• The other discussions in the conclave are as follows  

o Emergent roles of ports in the global supply chain  

o Safe and Secure ports  

o Port Services-Delivering Value  

o Green Port Operations 

 

Freedom on Net 2019 report 

The Freedom of Net report 2019 titled “The Crisis of 

Social Media” was released by the The Freedom House, 

an international watchdog. The report recorded an 

overall decline in global internet freedom status 

between July 2018 and May 2019. India obtained an 

overall score of 55 and was reported to be “partly free”. 

Highlights 

• Pakistan, with a score of 26, for the ninth consecutive 

year was declared as “not free” in terms of freedom 

status  

• China obtained a score of 10 and was adjudged “not 

free”. Also, China was termed the worst abuser of 

internet freedom for the fourth consecutive year  

• On the whole, 65 countries were assessed. Out of 

these, 33 showed an overall decline in internet 

freedom. Improvement was seen only in 16 

countries.  

• Ethiopia recorded the highest improvement in terms 

of internet freedom  

• US had an overall score of 77. The online 

environment of the US was reported to be free from 

state censorship and vibrant. However, there was a 

decline in overall internet freedom in the US for the 

third straight year.  

• Countries like Malaysia, Armenia showed positive 

trends in the internet freedom status  

• Iceland ranked the highest with an overall score of 

95. It was recorded as the world’s best protector of 

internet freedom. The country had no civil or 

criminal cases registered against the users for online 

expression 

 

Voyager 2: reaches interstellar space 

NASA’s Voyager 2 has exited heliosphere and has 

entered interstellar space. It is now at 11 billion miles 

from the earth. Information from the spacecraft takes 

16.5 hours to reach earth at the speed of light. (Light 

from the sun takes 8 minutes to reach earth) The 
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spacecraft joined its twin voyager 1 on December 10, 

2018. The Voyagers were launched to study the outer 

solar system up close. Voyager 2 will target Saturn, 

Jupiter, Neptune and Uranus. 

Evidence 

Till November 5, 2019, the space around the spacecraft 

was surrounded by plasma flowing out from the sun. 

This outflow is called solar wind and envelopes the 

planets in the solar system. However, recently, scientists 

detected no electrical current of plasma to detect 

density, pressure, temperature. This confirms that the 

spacecraft has left the heliosphere and entered inter 

stellar space. 

Few Firsts 

• Voyager 2 is the first spacecraft to study all four 

planets together. It includes Jupiter, Neptune, Saturn 

and Uranus  

• It is the first spacecraft that discovered 14th moon of 

Jupiter.  

• It is the first human-made object to fly by Neptune  

• Voyager 2 also discovered 5 moons of Neptune. It 

identified a “Great Dark Spot” at Neptune. Also the 

spacecraft discovered that there are four rings around 

Neptune. 

 

Guinness World Record for most students 

assembling radio kits simultaneously created 

The Guinness World Record of most students 

assembling radio kits simultaneously was created on the 

third day of 5th India International Science Festival 

(IISF) 2019 being held in Kolkata. This is the 2nd 

Guinness World Record at IISF 2019 as earlier on first 

day of IISF more than 1,598 students had created a 

Guinness World Record for Largest astrophysics lesson 

and assembly of spectroscopes.  

Record Highlights  

Although 490 students participated in the event but a 

record 268 succeeded in completing process of 

assembling radio kits simultaneously in the stipulated 

hours. The participants students all from city and 

districts accomplished the record feat in 2 hours at an 

event in Science City Expo. A representative of 

Guinness World Records presented a certificate and 

memento to Union Minister of Science and Technology 

Harsh Vardhan who took it on behalf of students.  

5th IISF 2019: IISF is the world’s largest science 

festival. For year 2019 the host city is Kolkata. The first 

was held in December 2015 at IIT Delhi. Since 2015 it 

is held annually with the vision of promoting science 

and technology by showcasing public how Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 

provides us solutions to improve our lives. 

 

PM Modi to attend BRICS 

PM Modi is to attend the 11th BRICS summit that is to 

be conducted in Brazil on November 13, 2019. He will 

be accompanied by a large business delegates during the 

visit. The theme of 2019 BRICS summit is Economic 

Growth for an Innovative Future  

Highlights  

• PM is to attend restricted sessions during the visit. 

The sessions will focus on opportunities and 

challenges for the national sovereignty in the world.  

• BRICS Plenary session is to be held where the 

leaders are to discuss BRICS cooperation for 

economic development of member nations  

• Meeting of BRICS Business Council is also planned 

during the summit. During the session the MoUs 

between the BRICS countries and Investment 

Promotion agencies are to be signed  

• A joint Declaration will be issued at the end of the 

summit.  

About BRICS  

BRICS comprises of 5 major economies namely Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa. The member 

countries of BRICS grouping hold 42% of world’s 

population, 17% of world trade and 23% of world GDP. 

In 2018, BRICS commemorated its 10th anniversary in 

Johannesburg. The two main pillars of BRICS are  

• It helps to consult on issues of mutual interests 

through meetings  

• Also it helps to promote several sectors like 

agriculture, education, health, finance, trade, 

technology and communication 

 

Ayodhya Verdict 

The Supreme Court on November 9, 2019 pronounced 

its judgement on Ayodhya Ram Janma Bhoomi-Babri 

Masjid land dispute case. The security arrangements 

were tightened across the country before the 

pronouncement of the verdict. Section 144 was imposed 

in UP, Delhi and other states. Also schools and 

educational institutions were closed for the safety of the 

students. 
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SC Verdict 

Supreme Court cleared way for the construction of Ram 

Temple in the disputed 5-acre land. The court said that 

the Hindu side established their arguments that they 

possessed the outer courtyard. The Muslim side failed 

to prove the possession. It directed the center to allot 5-

acre land to the Sunni Waqf Board for the construction 

of a mosque. The verdict was pronounced by a 5 judge 

bench headed by the Chief Justice of India Ranjan 

Gogoi. The bench also comprised of justices Ashok 

Bhushan, S A Bobde, D Y Chandrachud and S Abdul 

Nazeer. In a verdict 5-0, all the justices stood 

unanimous. 

Timeline 

• 1885: First Suit filed by Mahanth Raghubar Das to 

construct Ram Temple in Ayodhya. 

• 1949: Idols of Lord Ram found in side Babri Masjid.  

• Between 1950 and 1990 5 other suits were filed both 

by Hindu and Muslim religious organizations  

• 1992: Babri Masjid was demolished by dozens of 

right-wing activists.  

• 2010: The Allahabad High Court pronounced a 

judgement that divided the disputed land among 

three litigants namely Nirmohi Akhara, Sunni Waqf 

Board and Ram Lalla. 

Supreme Court recently pronounced its judgement on 

disputed land in Ayodhya in the Ram Janma 

BoomiBabri Masjid case. In 5-0 verdict of the 5-bench 

judgement, SC said that the land should be handed over 

to the Hindu trust to build a Hindu temple. It also 

ordered the GoI to allocate 5 acres of land to the Muslim 

community to build a Mosque SC’s judgement was 

based on ASI’s finding. The case was the longest in the 

history of Supreme Court after Keshvanand Bharti case 

ASI’s findings  

• Under Allahabad High Court’s court, the disputed 

site was taken by the ASI for investigation  

• On the whole there were 2 excavations conducted at 

the disputed site. One in 1976 and the other in 2003.  

• ASI found a circular temple that belonged to 7th 

century  

• ASI said that the disputed Mosque structure was 

built in 16th century on top of the ruins of the 

building  

• ASI also found ruins of Buddhist and Jain temples at 

the site. They were dated after 7th century  

• Among the ruins ASI found the remains of Kushan 

and Shung period to Gupta period  

The Upcoming Ram Temple  

• The current blueprint of the temple finalized by 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad resembles the original 

temple  

• A total of 212 pillars are to be erected.  

• The temple will be 128 feet high, 140 feet in width 

and 270 feet in length.  

• No steel is to be used in the mammoth structure.  

• 75 lakh cubic feet of sandstone will be used.  

• The temple will have 5 entrances. 

 

Kung fu nuns who received Asia Society’s Game 

Changer Award 

The Kung Fu Nuns of the Drukpa Order, some of the 

Himalayas’ most prominent human rights advocates, 

received Asia Society’s prestigious Game Changer 

Award in New York for their path-breaking work to 

empower women and dismantle gender stereotypes in 

Himalayas. They received the award for their heroic 

activism and being a true symbol of women 

empowerment. With this recognition, the Kung Fu Nuns 

join the likes of iconic Indian leaders Indra Nooyi, Dev 

Patel and Mukesh Ambani who have also been honored 

by Asia Society in previous years for breaking the glass 

ceiling with their courage and inspiring their fellow 

citizens. 

Who are Kung fu nuns? 

The Kung Fu Nuns are the fearless Indian daughters 

who represent a new generation of Buddhists using 

spirituality to inspire real-life action & impact. They are 

a strong community of 700 nuns who belong to the 

Drukpa Lineage, a 1000-year-old Buddhist tradition that 

began in Himalayas. The nuns were encouraged by the 

spiritual leader and founder of the Drukpa order 

Gyalwang Drukpa, to train in Kung Fu to build 

confidence as leaders. He flouted centuries of Buddhist 

tradition that barred nuns from physical exercise. They 

are the only Buddhist nuns in world to practice the Kung 

Fu, a martial art form. The nuns use their martial arts 

expertise to challenge gender roles in India’s 

conservative culture and promote gender equality and 

environmentalism. 

 

NASA: A huge X Ray burst detected from outer 

space 

NASA’s NICER (Neutron star Interior Composition 

Explorer) telescope detected a sudden spike of X Rays. 

The spike was caused by a massive thermo nuclear flash 

on the surface of a pulsar.  
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Pulsar  

• A Pulsar is a neutron star whose compact core is left 

behind when a massive star runs out of fuel. It later 

collapses under its own weight and explodes.  

• A Pulsar spins rapidly and becomes a host to several 

X-Ray emitting hotspot. As the object spins it 

produces regular pulses of high-energy radiation.  

Findings  

• The Explosion releases as much as energy in 20 

seconds as that released by the sun in 10 days.  

• The Explosion was caused as the hydrogen gas 

accredited and formed a disk. As the disk becomes 

denser, the gas ionizes. This traps more and more 

energy inwards causing the explosion  

Significance  

Like other astronomical bodies, the sun emits X Rays as 

well. Therefore, studying about these sources will help 

to learn about the future of the sun. 

 

Sri Lanka becomes 1st South Asian Nation to 

criminalise Match Fixing related offences 

Sri Lanka has become first South Asian nation to 

criminalise several offences related to match-fixing. 

The move comes after Sri Lankan parliament passed of 

a bill related to it labelled as “Prevention of Offences 

Related to Sports”. Sri Lanka’s Sports Ministry worked 

closely with International Cricket Council’s (ICC) 

AntiCorruption Unit (ACU) during the process of 

drafting bill.  

Key Highlights of Bill  

The newest legislation covers all sports. As per it if a 

person is found guilty of committing an offence related 

to corruption in sports, then he may find himself jailed 

for a term up to 10 years and will also be required to pay 

other fines. The bill criminalises ‘acts of omission’, 

which includes failure to report corrupt approaches. 

This means that, Sri Lankan cricketers who are 

approached by corruptors will now have to report these 

approaches not only to ICC’s ACU, but also to a Special 

Investigation Unit (SIU) appointed by Sri Lankan 

government. The legislation not only punishes any 

person related to a sport who is directly involved in 

fixing, but also those who provide inside information. 

The bill also introduces jail term for- curators who 

prepare surfaces to suit betting operators or match 

officials who deliberately misapply rules for money, if 

found guilty. It is also now illegal for former players and 

others involved in sports to provide corrupt figures 

access to current players.  

What led to the Legislation?  

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has been under investigation 

by International Cricket Council’s ACU since 2017. 

Former cricketer Sanath Jayasuriya was charged under 

ICC Code and accordingly handed a two-year ban. 

Recently, Shakib Al Hasan all-rounder of Bangladesh 

was also handed a two-year ban, with 1 year being 

suspended for not reporting a suspected match-fixing 

offer to ICC’s ACU. 

 

SC Verdict: Karnataka MLA Disqualification 

Case 

The Supreme Court on November 13, 2019, pronounced 

its judgement on the legality of disqualification of 15 

dissident MLAs by the then Karnataka Assembly 

Speaker under Anti-Defection law  

Verdict  

The Apex Court upheld the disqualification of the 

MLAs by the speaker. The Court clarified that the 

disqualification is till their re-election and not till the 

end of the term of the house as ruled by the speaker. The 

speaker had ruled that the MLAs cannot contest in 

further elections including the by polls to be held in 

December, 2019 and till the end of the tenure of the 15th 

Karnataka Assembly  

Article 190  

It explains the vacation of seats by the members of 

Houses of legislature of state. The article gives the 

power for the MLA to resign addressing the speaker. 

However, the article also gives power to the speaker the 

power to reject the resignation  

Anti-Defection Law  

The tenth schedule of the Constitution lays down the 

process by which legislators can be disqualified on 

grounds of defection by the presiding officer of the 

legislature. A MLA is deemed to have been defected  

if he voluntarily gives up his membership of the party  

If he disobeys party leadership on a vote  

Background – The Politics  

In 2018, in the assembly elections of the 224 seats, BJP 

won 104, INC won 80 and JD won 37. The Janata Dal-

Indian National Congress coalition formed the 

government after 2018 elections. In July 2019, after BJP 
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swept the parliamentary elections (coalition hardly won 

only 2 seats), 17 MLAs of the coalition submitted 

resignations to the speaker. Following this the then 

Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy resigned losing trust 

vote and B S Yediyurappa was sworn in as the CM, as 

after resignation, BJP became the single largest party.  

The MLAs were disqualified by the speaker to contest 

elections based on anti-defection law. In July a petition 

was filed by MLAs challenging their disqualification by 

the then speaker of the Karnataka Assembly. 

 

Project Zero introduced by Amazon in India 

To block selling of counterfeit goods on its platform, e-

commerce giant Amazon has introduced ‘Project Zero’ 

in India, in a bid to ensure that customers receive 

authentic goods when shopping on Amazon.  

What is ‘Project Zero’?  

It introduces additional proactive mechanisms and 

powerful tools to identify, block and remove 

counterfeits. More7,000 brands have already enrolled in 

Project Zero across United States, Europe and Japan. A 

number of Indian brands participated in a pilot to help 

Amazon test the experience in India.  

How does Project Zero work?  

It combines advanced technology and innovation of 

Amazon along with sophisticated knowledge that 

brands listed of platform have of their own intellectual 

property as well as how best to detect counterfeits of 

their products. It does so through 3 powerful tools:  

(1) Automated protections  

(2) Self-Service Counterfeit Removal Tool– It works in 

a seamless manner and has brought relief to brand 

owners.  

(3) Product serialization– It is enabled by a unique code 

that brands apply within their manufacturing and 

packaging process. It allows Amazon to individually 

scan and confirm authenticity of every single purchase 

of a brand’s enrolled products through Amazon’s 

marketplace.  

Significance: Project Zero will ensure that customers 

always receive authentic goods when shopping on 

Amazon. It could also lead to many more brands in India 

(from small and emerging entrepreneurs to large multi-

national brands) partner with Amazon to drive 

counterfeits to zero and deliver a great shopping 

experience for customers. 

 

SC Verdict: CJI office under RTI act 

On November 13, 2019, the Supreme Court upheld the 

2010 judgement of Delhi High Court that the RTI (Right 

To Information) act was applicable to the office of CJI 

(Chief Justice of India) as well.  

Key Findings of the Judgement  

• The CJI office and the SC are not two different 

public authorities. Under Article 124, SC includes 

office of CJI and the other judges as well  

• The relationship between the CJI and the judges 

would neither be fiduciary nor be beneficial.  

• The judgement said that under Section 6(2) of the 

act, the motive of the seeker of information is not a 

relevant consideration.  

• The Public Information Officer has vast discretion 

under the RTI act. The PIO should make sure judicial 

independence and accountability are well maintained 

as they go hand in hand. It is important for the SC to 

maintain confidentiality in certain aspects of judicial 

administration. 

 

11th Maitree Diwas: NEIC to be setup 

Defense Minister on November 14, 2019 addressed at 

the 11th Maitree Diwas in Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh. 

During his address, he announced several new plans of 

the government to develop the region 

Maitree Diwas is a 2-day socio-military cultural 

program that is jointly organized by Tawang Civil 

Administration and Indian Army. The program is 

organized to celebrate special relationship between the 

people of Tawang and the Indian army. 

Theme: Know your army.  

The objective of the event is to encourage the youths to 

join armed forces 

 

UNICEF Report 

On November 14, 2019, United Nations’ new report on 

Pneumonia stated that India has the second largest 

deaths of children under the age of five due to 

Pneumonia in 2018. Globally more than 800,000 

children died due to Pneumonia under the age of 5. The 

report stated that though the disease is preventable 

through vaccines, more than 10 million die annually due 

to the disease 
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Highlights  

• The five countries that were responsible for more 

than half of child deaths due to Pneumonia were 

Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Democratic Republic of 

Congo and Ethiopia  

• Pneumonia is responsible for 15% of deaths in 

children under 5.  

• The report named the disease as “Forgotten 

Epidemic”  

• Around half of pneumonia deaths are associated with 

air pollution  

Highlights: Causes  

The report mentions the following as the causes of 

Pneumonia in children under the age of 5  

• Inadequate Health Care  

• Lack of access to drinking water  

• Indoor Air Pollution  

• Burden of under nutrition  

Highlights: Suggestions  

The report suggests following suggestions  

• Increased investments to fight against the disease  

• Strong Global Commitment and an integrated 

platform. Countries should come together to 

exchange ideas and pneumonia eradication measures 

 

NASA renames Ultima Thule to ‘Arrokoth’ 

The US Space Agency National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) has recently renamed farthest 

cosmic body, earlier known as ‘Ultima Thule’ to 

‘Arrokoth’ or Sky. NASA has renamed the distant space 

rock after it was criticized over the old name’s Nazi 

connections. 

The rock which was studied in the farthest flyby ever 

conducted by a spacecraft was previously named as 

Ultima Thule to mean something like “farthest place”, 

but immediately attracted controversy because the word 

‘Thule’has been associated with Nazis in the past. 

Therefore, the object will now be known as Arrokoth, a 

Native American term meaning ‘Sky’. 

 

Trace Bribery Risk Matrix 2019 

TRACE International, the world’s leading anti-bribery 

standard setting organization, has released the 2019 

edition of Trace Bribery Risk Matrix (TRACE Matrix). 

TRACE Matrix is a global business bribery risk 

assessment tool that measures business bribery risk in 

200 countries, territories, and autonomous and semi-

autonomous regions.  

About Trace Bribery Risk Matrix  

Ranking Parameter: Trace provides a score from 1 to 

100 to each country for each domain and if a country 

gets a higher score it means it is in a higher risk of 

business bribery.  

Score is based on Four Factors:  

• Business Interactions with Government  

• Anti-Bribery Deterrence and Enforcement  

• Government and Civil Service Transparency  

• Capacity for Civil Society Oversight, including the 

role of the media  

Report Highlights  

Lowest Bribery Risk: New Zealand, Norway, 

Denmark, Sweden and Finland  

Highest Bribery Risk: Somalia, South Sudan, North 

Korea, Yemen and Venezuela  

With a total risk score of 48, India is ranked higher and 

has been placed in a better position than neighbouring 

China whose score is 59. Other countries having a score 

of 48 in the matrix are: Azerbaijan, Ghana, the 

Bahamas, Panama, Samoa and Thailand, also have. 

Among BRICS nations, South Africa is ahead of other 

countries with a score of 42 while the scores of Brazil 

and Russian Federation are 53 and 55, respectively. 

Bangladesh is the highest risk country in terms of 

bribery in South Asia as its total risk score was 72 in this 

index. Bangladesh was ranked 178 while India stands 

on 78th rank. 

 

International Conference on Yoga held in 

Mysuru 

Union Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, 

Unani, Siddha, Sowa Rigpa and Homoeopathy 

(AYUSH) organized a two-day International 

Conference on Yoga at Mysuru, Karnataka from 15-16 

November 2019. During the Conference, the Minister of 

State for AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik announced that 

the International Yoga Day 2020 event will be held in 

Mysuru.  

Conference Theme: ‘Yoga for Heart Care’. The theme-

based annual event largely focuses on research in yoga 

with experts discussing and sharing their thoughts on the 

subject. This year’s conference is 5th in series to 
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commemorate unanimous adoption of Resolution by 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) during its 

69th session in 2014 for observing 21st June as 

International Day of Yoga. 

 

GOI merges 3 PSUs 

The GoI will merge 3 public Sector Insurance 

Companies as announced in budget 2019-20. The 

merger includes United India Insurance Limited, 

National Insurance Co Limited and Oriental Insurance 

Company Limited. 

 

India 2nd largest in sending students to US 

On November 18, 2019, the “2019 Open Doors Report 

on International Educational Exchange” was released. 

According to the report, India remained the largest 

source of foreign students to the US for the 10th 

consecutive year. This year alone, India has sent around 

202,000 students to the US. It is the second largest 

number of foreign students from a country to the US. 

The first largest source is China. 

Key Findings of the Report  

• In 2019, the total number of international students in 

the US are 1,095,299. The number has raised by 

0.05% as compared to 2018.  

• International students account to 5.5% of US higher 

education population. Of this, India and China alone 

accounts to more than 50%  

• The other countries where majority of the students 

come from include South Korea (52,250), Saudi 

Arabia (37,080) and Canada (26,122).  

• The number of students from countries like Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, Nigeria and Brazil have increased as 

compared to the previous years.  

• For the US students, European countries are the 

popular destinations for their higher studies. Around 

54.9% of US students choose Europe as their higher 

education destinies. 

 

ISRO to launch 13 satellites and Cartosat – 3 

The Indian Space Research Organization will launch 13 

commercial nano satellites of the United States along 

with the imaging and mapping satellite Cartostat-3. The 

launch is scheduled on November 25, 2019.  

Highlights  

The satellites will be launched by PSLV-C47, a Polar 

Satellite Launch Vehicle into Sun Synchronous Orbit 

from Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota.  

CartoSAT-3  

Cartosat-3 is the third generation Earth observation 

satellite built by ISRO. It is one of the most advanced 

imaging satellites built by the organization so far. It has 

the capability to produce high resolution aerial images 

in the world. The features of the satellite include  

• Panchromatic-Captures all visible colors of light  

• Hyperspectral-Captures light from electromagnetic 

spectrum  

• Multispectral-Captures light within specific ranges 

of the electromagnetic spectrum.  

Till date, eight Cartosats have been launched.  

13 commercial satellites  

The 13 satellites are launched by the Luxembourg based 

space company Kleos, as a part of its multisatellite 

constellation mission called the Scouting Mission. The 

Scouting mission aims to provide a global picture of 

unregistered marine activity and surveillance and 

intelligence capability to government and commercial 

entities. The mission also has an Automatic 

Identification system that rectifies commonly faced 

challenges of the surveillance mission. 

 

India ranks 59th in 2019 IMD World Talent 

Ranking 

India was ranked 59th among 63 countries in the 2019 

IMD World Talent Ranking released by International 

Institute for Management Development. This year, India 

slipped by 6 places as compared to 53rd rank in 2018 

edition of this global annual list. India’s poor 

performance was on account of low quality of life and 

expenditure on education.  

IMD World Talent Ranking  

It is released annually by International Institute for 

Management Development (IMD), Switzerland based 

business school. It assesses the status and the 

development of competencies necessary for enterprises 

and the economy to achieve long term value creation. 

The ranking of countries is based on the performance in 

three main categories– investment & development, 

appeal and readiness. These 3 categories assess how 

countries perform in wide range of areas such as cost of 

living, quality of life, education, language skills, 
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apprenticeships, workplace training, remuneration and 

tax rates.  

Highlights of 2019 Rankings  

Top 10 Countries: Switzerland (1st), Denmark (2nd), 

Sweden (3rd), Austria (4th), Luxembourg (5th), 

Norway (6th), Iceland (7th), Finland (8th), the 

Netherlands (9th) and Singapore (10th). These top 

countries share strong levels of investment in education 

and a high quality of life. Moreover, Europe leads way 

in fostering best conditions for competitiveness in a 

skills-scarce global economy. 

Top Asian Countries: Singapore, along with Hong 

Kong SAR (15th position), followed by Taiwan (20th) 

lead in terms of talent competitiveness due to the 

readiness of talent pool. In this edition of list, Singapore 

rose from 13th to 10th position compared to last year, 

Hong Kong SAR from 18th to 15th, and Taiwan from 

27th to 20th.  

BRICS countries: India is also lagging behind fellow 

BRICS countries – China ranked 42nd, Russia (47th) 

and South Africa (50th).  

India’s Performance: It also witnessed one of harpest 

declines among Asian economies owing to low quality 

of life, negative impact of brain drain, and the low 

priority of its economy on attracting and retaining 

talents.  

China: It was ranked in the lower half of the index. This 

year its rank slipped by 3 places due to low ranking on 

government expenditure per student, cost of living index 

and exposure to particle pollution. 

 

2nd South Asian safety Summit 

The second edition of South Asia Safety Summit was 

recently held in New Delhi. It was orgnaised by Union 

Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) 

and Facebook. It was organized to highlight issue of 

safety while individuals and communities are connected 

on the digital platform. 

 

World Customs Organisation RCP meeting of 

Asia Pacific 

India hosted the World Customs Organization (WCO) 

Asia Pacific Regional Contact Points (RCP) that was 

held for 3 three days on Puducherry. The conference is 

being held for the fourth time in India. Previously it was 

held in Jaipur and Cochin. 

 

NuGen Mobility Summit 2019 

The three-day NuGen Mobility Summit 2019 will be 

held in Manesar, Haryana from November 27 to 29, 

2019. It will be organized by International Centre for 

Automotive Technology (ICAT), Manesar based on the 

theme “Smart & Green Mobility” to find alternative 

mobility solutions to problems like pollution emanating 

from vehicular emissions. It will be inaugurated by 

Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways 

(MoRTH) Nitin Gadkari. 

 

JnK achieves highest road length in country 

under PMGSY in 2019 

During the current fiscal year so far, the Jammu and 

Kashmir has achieved the highest road length in country 

under Centre’s rural roads’ programme of Pradhan 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), a 

centrallysponsored scheme under the Union Ministry of 

Rural Development. This significant accomplishment 

involves completion of around 11,400 kilometres of 

different road projects covering 1,838 habitations 

against the total sanctioned length of 19,700 kilometres 

against sanctioned 2,214 habitations. 

 

5% reservation in government jobs for 

Sportspersons in MP 

The state government of Madhya Pradesh has 

announced 5% reservation to national and international 

medallists sportspersons in state government jobs. The 

announcement in this regard was made by Madhya 

Pradesh Minister of Sports and Youth Welfare Jitu 

Patwari while inaugurating the Regional Olympic 

Games at Kampoo sports complex in Gwalior. 

 

CRY report on crimes against children 

The Child Rights and You recently released a report 

“How Vulnerable are Children in India to crime?” The 

report was based on the analysis of National Crime 

Records Bureau for 2016-17. The report says that the 

states of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh topped the 

list of states for crimes against children. There were over 

19,000 cases in both the states.  
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Key Findings  

• The report reveals that crimes against children rose 

by 20 per cent –higher than overall number of crimes 

which rose by 3.6 per cent. 

• The highest increase in crimes between the years 

2016 and 2017 was seen in Jharkhand.  

• Kidnapping and abduction continued to be the most 

prevalent accounting for 42 per cent of the total 

1,29,032 cases of crime reported.  

• The Child labor in the country saw a substantial 

increase of 126%. The report says that in 2016 child 

labor was 204 cases and it increased to 462 cases in 

2017. As far as Child Marriage is concerned there 

was an increase of 21.17%.  

• The numbers were based on the cases registered 

under Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 

2006. Though the numbers in child labor and child 

marriage has increased, CRY considers it as a 

positive step. This is because among all the other 

child crimes, these two are the most unreported.  

• Recommendations of the CRY The organization 

suggests that there has to be increase in financial 

investments in child protection. The focus should be 

on capacity building among officials working in 

child protection systems. 

 

NDTV wins International Press Institute India 

Award for Excellence in Journalism 

India’s private news channel NDTV has been awarded 

International Press Institute India award for excellence 

in journalism by the India chapter of the Vienna-based 

International Press Institute. NDTV was awarded for its 

‘expose of the conspiracy to scuttle’ the Kathua rape and 

murder case probe. 

 

India Corruption Survey 2019 

As per the India Corruption Survey 2019, Rajasthan and 

Bihar fared the worst in country with 78% and 75% of 

respondents admitting to paying bribes, while 

Telangana topped the list in south India. The survey was 

carried out between October 2018 and November 2019 

and was conducted by Local Circles, a social media firm 

and the Transparency International India. It had a total 

of 1.9 lakh responses from nearly 81,000 unique 

respondents in 248 districts across 20 Indian states. 

As compared to 2018, India’s overall ranking in 

Corruption Perception Index has risen 3 places to 78 out 

of 180 countries. While an average of 56% of 

respondents admitted to paying bribes in 2018, the 

number has come down to 51% in 2019. 

Key Highlights 

Most Corrupt States in India:  

Rajasthan tops corruption chart in India. As per India 

Corruption Survey, 78% people in Rajasthan, 

participating in survey, admitted to paying a bribe to get 

work done.  

Bihar follows Rajasthan and was placed at second spot. 

In Bihar 75 % of citizens admitted to paying a bribe to 

get their work done.  

Uttar Pradesh was ranked third in list. In UP 74 % of 

citizens admitted to paying a bribe to get their work 

done. Jharkhand shares 3rd spot with UP, where 74% 

citizens admitted to paying a bribe to get their work 

done.  

Telangana rounds off top 5 list of ‘Most Corrupt States 

in India’, with about 67% of citizens admitted to paying 

bribes to get numerous pending work completed.  

Punjab ranks sixth in list, where 63% citizens accepted 

to paying bribes to get their work done. Karnataka 

shares the spot with Punjab.  

Tamil Nadu ranks seventh in most corrupt state’s list. 

Around 62% of citizens admitted to paying bribes to get 

their work done.  

Least Corrupt States: According to the list, Kerala is 

one of the least corrupt states, where only 10% of people 

admitted to paying a bribe to get their work done and all 

of them gave bribes several times (directly/ indirectly). 

Besides Kerala, Goa, Gujarat, Odisha, West Bengal, 

Haryana and Delhi are least corrupt states. 

 

 


